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General Information
Town Website

www.harrisvillenh.org

Select Board Office
Email
Telephone

Town Hall, 705 Chesham Road
selectboard@harrisvillenh.org
827 3431 x 1 | Fax 827 2917

Office hours

Monday - Thursday, 9 am – 3 pm
Friday 9 am - noon

Town Clerk

Town Hall (Mail to PO Box 284)
townclerk@harrisvillenh.org
827 5546 x 2 | Fax 827 2917
Check the Town website for hours

Tax Collector

Town Hall (Mail to PO Box 262)
taxcollector@harrisvillenh.org
827 5546 x 3 | Fax 827 2917
Tuesday, 1:30 - 3:30 pm
Friday, 9:00 - noon
(Window hours extended during tax season)

Assessor

Town Hall, by appointment
assessor@harrisvillenh.org
827 3431 x22 | Fax 827 2917

Building Inspector

By appointment, 827 3431 x1

Fire Chief

Fire Station, 703 Chesham Road
hfd@harrisvillenh.org
827 3412 | Fax 827 2917

Health Officer

By appointment 827 3431 x1
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Librarian

Harrisville Public Library, 7 Canal Street
sweaver@harrisville.lib.nh.us
827 2918 | Fax 827 2919
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 3 - 7 pm
Wednesday, 10 am -1 pm and 3 - 7 pm
Saturday, 10 am - 1 pm
Children’s Activity Hour, Wednesday 11 am

Police Chief

Police Station, 167 Main Street
harrispd@myfairpoint.net
911 (emergency) I 827 2903 (non-emergency)

Recycle Center Coordinator

66 Willard Hill Road
827 2920
Friday, 10 am - 5 pm
Saturday, 8 am - 5 pm
Gates close both days at 4:50 pm for cleanup

Road Agent

Town Barn, Willard Hill Road
publicworks@harrisvillenh.org
827 3074

Treasurer

Town Hall, 705 Chesham Road
treasurer@harrisvillenh.org
827 3431 x1 | Fax 827 2917

Public Meeting Schedule*
Select Board

Thursdays, 7 pm
(Except the last week of the month, when the Board
meets Friday, 9 am for a work session)

Conservation Commission

First Wednesday of the month at 7 pm

Historic District Commission Fourth Tuesday of the month at 7 pm
Library Trustees

Third Wednesday of the month at 4 pm (Library)

Planning Board

Second Wednesday of the month at 7 pm

Zoning Board

Third Wednesday of the month at 7 pm

* Check Town website, www.harrisvillenh.org, for updates and special notices and postings.
All meetings at Town Offices unless otherwise note.
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Moderator

Robert Bryan Kingsbury (2022)

Select Board

Jay C. Jacobs, Chair (2023)
Andrea Hodson (2022)
Kathy Scott (2021)

Administrative Assistant

Mary Ann Noyer

Agricultural Commission

Deborah Abbott (2023)
Suzanne Brouillette (2022)
Jeannie Eastman (2021)
David Kennard (2022)
Scott Oliver (2023)
Eric Swope (2021)

Assessor

Lynn Cook

Beach Committee, Chesham

Judy Gagne (2021)
Patrick Gagne (2021)
Judy Jones-Parker (2021)

Beach Committee, Harrisville

Scott Oliver (2021)
Eric Swope (2021)
Peter Thayer (2021)

Building Inspector
(Code Enforcement)

Michael F. Wilder (2020)

Cemetery Trustees

Leslie Downing, Chair (2022)
Julie Lord (2023)
David A. Robins (2021)

Conservation Commission

Harry Wolhandler, Chair (2023)
Earl Horn (2023)
Leslie E. LaMois (2022)
Andrea Polizos (2022)
Donald Scott (2022)
Diana Shonk (2023)
Kathy Scott, Select Board Representative
Jay C. Jacobs, Select Board Alternate
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Electric Aggregation
Committee

Andrea Hodson, Co-Chair
Ned Hulbert, Co-Chair
Doug Gline
Colin Kennard
Andrew Maneval
Amy Roberts
Ryan Stone

Emergency Management

Jeffrey Cady, Director (2023)

Fence Viewers

Select Board Members

Finance Coordinator

Amy Roberts

Fire Department

Wayne Derosia, Fire Chief (2021)
David O’Neil, Assistant Chief (2021)
Russell Driscoll, Deputy Chief (2021)
Joseph Breidt, Fire Captain, Appointed (2021)
Sharon Breidt, Rescue Captain, Appointed (2021)
Jonathan St. Peter, First Lieutenant
Steven Hobbs, Second Lieutenant
Zack Byam
Jeffrey Cady
Marcia Caswell
Scott Caswell
Peter Croteau
Roberta Gline
Jay Jacobs
Julie Lord

Fire Wards

Wayne Derosia (2021)
Sharon Breidt (2021)
Joe Breidt (2021)
David O’Neil (2021)
Jonathan St. Peter (2021)

Fire Warden Deputy, Forest

Wayne Derosia, Chief (2021)
Russell Driscoll, Deputy Chief (2021)
Joseph Breidt (2021)

Fire Warden, State

David O’Neil (2021)

Health Officer

David Belknap, Health Officer
Michael Wilder, Deputy Health Officer
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Highway Department

Wesley Tarr, Jr, Road Agent
Brian Tarr
James Porter (Retired in December 2020)

Historic District Commission

Doug Walker, Chair (2023)
Rex Baker (2023)
Noel Greiner, Vice Chair (2021)
Anne Howe (2022)
Scott Oliver (2022)
Kathy Scott, Select Board Representative
Andrea Hodson, Select Board Alternate

Library

Susan Weaver, Library Director
Kris Finnegan, Children’s Librarian

Library Trustees

Michael Price, Chair (2023)
Karen Coteleso (2022)
Seth Farmer (2021)
Leslie E. LaMois (2022)
Sharon Wilder (2021)

Maintenance

Jeffrey Cady
Catrina Hunt
Randy Tarr, Jr.
Heidi Tompkins

Old Home Day Committee

Catherine Buffum (2021)
Jennifer Foreman (2021)
Maria Coviello (2021)
Pamela Thayer (2021)
Ranae O’Neil (2021)
Janet Selle (2021)
Susan Weller (2021)

Ordinance Review Committee

Lisa Anderson, Chair
Charles Sorenson, ZBA Representative
Jonathan Miner, Planning Board Representative
Don Scott, Conservation Commission Representative
Harry Wolhandler, Conservation Commission
Representative
Carol Ogilvie, Planning Consultant
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Planning Board

Ryan Stone, Co-Chair (2021)
Lisa Anderson, Co-Chair (2021)
Courtney Cox (2022)
Noel Greiner (2023)
Ned Hulbert (2023)
Don Scott, Alternate (2022)
Jonathan Miner, Alternate (2023)
Katherine Neary, Alternate (2023)
Peter Thayer (2022)
Andrea Hodson, Select Board Representative
Kathy Scott, Select Board Alternate

Police Department

Russell Driscoll, Chief of Police
Zachary Byam, Officer
Dana Hennessy, Lieutenant
Vira Elder, Secretary

Recreation Committee

David O’Neil (2021)
Ranae O’Neil (2021)

Recycling Center

Randy Tarr, Jr., Recycling Center Manager

Safety Committee

Jeffrey Cady, Chair
Roberta Gline
Brian Tarr
Andrea Hodson, Select Board Representative

Supervisors the Checklist

Anne Havill, Chair (2024)
Elizabeth Healy (2026)
Jean Keefe (2022)

Surveyors of Wood and
Lumber

David Kennard (2021)
Wesley Tarr, Jr. (2021)

Tax Collector

Jeannine Dunne, Tax Collector
Neil Sandford, Deputy Tax Collector

Town Clerk

Catherine Lovas, Town Clerk (2023)
Amy Roberts, Deputy Town Clerk
Neil Sandford, Assistant

Town Treasurer

Anne R. Havill, Town Treasurer (2021)
Phillip Gargan, Assistant Town Treasurer
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Traffic Safety Committee

Jay Jacobs, Chair & Select Board Representative (2023)
John J. Colony, III, Citizen (2021)
Wayne Derosia, Fire Chief (2021)
Russell Driscoll, Police Chief
Wes Tarr, Jr., Road Agent (2021)

Transportation Committee

Erin Hammerstedt
Ned Hulbert
Mary Day Mordecai
Barbara Watkins
Alison Weber

Trustees of the Trust Funds

Charles Sorenson, Chair (2022)
R. Dean Ogelby (2021)
Ranae O’Neil (2023)

Welfare Director

Rosemary Cifrino (2021)

Zoning Board of Adjustment

Charles Sorenson, Chair (2022)
Hal Grant, Vice Chair (2023)
Rex Baker (2022)
Patrick Gagne (2021)
Andrew Maneval, Alternate (2022)
Pegg Monahan, Alternate (2021)
Mary Ann Noyer, Alternate (2021)
Jeffery Trudelle (2023)
Jay Jacobs, Select Board Representative (2023)

Community Groups
Harrisville Trails Committee. This group of volunteers monitors and improves
recreational use of the former railroad right of way, including public and private lands,
in partnership with the Select Board, the Conservation Commission and private
landowners. Barbara Watkins, Chair (bcw18@myfairpoint.net)
Common Threads is the town newsletter, independently published six times per year.
News covers town government, the community, youth and schools. Deborah Abbott,
Editor (commonthreadsharrisville@gmail.com)
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2020 Town Meeting Minutes
Minutes of Town Meeting and Elections
Town of Harrisville
County of Cheshire
State of New Hampshire
March 10, 2020
NH State Law RSA 669:1 mandates that all towns shall hold an election annually for the election of town
officers on the second Tuesday of March. Therefore, on Tuesday, March 10, 2020, at 11:00 am, Moderator
Bryan Kingsbury opened the polls and Town Meeting at Wells Memorial School, 235 Chesham
Road, Harrisville, New Hampshire.
Registered voters cast their ballots between the hours of 11:00 am and 7:00 pm.
At 7:00 pm, following a motion and unanimous vote, Moderator Kingsbury opened the deliberative
session of Town Meeting. Mr. Kingsbury thanked school officials, introduced the Town Clerk and
Select Board Boards. In addition, he recognized State Representative Craig Thompson, Police and
Fire Chiefs, various town departments, the ballot clerks, and the many board and committee
volunteers.
The Moderator announced that the 150th anniversary of the town’s incorporation will be celebrated
July 24th-26th and that a Sesquicentennial Committee meeting, open to the public, is planned for
Tuesday, April 21st at 6:00 pm at the Granite Mill. Mr. Kingsbury then introduced Select Board
Chair Jay Jacobs to present the 2019 Citizen of the Year Award.
Prior to introducing the Citizen of the Year, Mr. Jacobs asked everyone to recognize the passing of
lifelong Harrisville resident and longtime Highway Department employee Donald Keough. Mr.
Jacobs also recognized Mr. Keough’s daughter, Holly Jackson.
Next, Mr. Jacobs described the many civic and social contributions of longtime resident Anne Howe,
whose town service, beginning with her work with Historic Harrisville Archives, membership and
chairmanship of the Planning Board to, most recently, her contributions to the Historic District
Commission, particularly with the Historic building Inventory Project. Anne Howe’s keen interest in
history, and Harrisville’s history in particular, combined with her organizational skills and thorough
attention to detail have benefitted the town greatly. In addition, through her interest in, and support
of, Monadnock at Home, Anne helped enable older Harrisville residents to stay in their homes.
Following the purchase of her property on Mason Road/Number 4 Hill, she has worked to conserve
this land, beautifully preserving scenic vistas of Mount Monadnock for all to enjoy, likely forever.
Finally, Mr. Jacobs noted her extremely generous, caring nature. For all of this, Mr. Jacobs noted, we
honor Anne Howe the 2019 Citizen of the Year.
At 7:10 pm, with the last voter through the polls, Mr. Kingsbury entertained a motion to close the
polls. All voted in favor. Subsequently, Mr. Philip Miner entertained a motion to close the
Harrisville School District polls. This motion was seconded and, again, the townspeople voted
unanimously in favor.
Moderator Kingsbury retook the podium to explain the rules of the deliberative session and how
voting, questions, and discussion would proceed. Mr. Kingsbury emphasized this was the
townspeople’s meeting and he was there to help facilitate. Registered voters only, unless agreed
upon. Questions should be addressed to the Moderator, who would then call on the appropriate
person to respond. Following discussion, vote would be called.
Beginning with the Warrant Articles, Mr. Kingsbury began as follows:
Article 01: Election of Town Officers
To choose all Necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.
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Beginning with officers elected from the floor, Moderator Kingsbury requested motions from the
Select Board. For all of the following positions and offices, the Select Board moved to accept the
slates as written and to move them to a positive vote: The Harrisville Beach Committee, Chesham
Beach Committee, Fence Viewers, Fire Wards, Library Trustee, Old Home Day Committee,
Recreation Committee and Surveyors of Wood and Lumber. Upon the call to vote by the Moderator
on this motion, the townspeople voted unanimously in favor to accept all Board and Committee
slates as written.
Officers elected from the floor to 1-year terms expiring 2021 (unless noticed other) were:
Harrisville Beach Committee: Scott Oliver, Peter Thayer, Eric Swope
Chesham Beach Committee: Judy Jones-Parker, Judy Gagne, Patrick Gagne
Fence Viewers: Harrisville Select Board
Fire Wards: Wayne Derosia, Sharon Breidt, Joe Breidt, Russell Driscoll, Randy Tarr, Jr.
Library Trustee: Michael Price, 3-year term expires 2023
Old Home Day Committee: Catherine Buffum, Jennifer Foreman, Maria Coviello, Pamela Thayer,
Ranae O’Neil, Janet Selle, Susan Weller
Recreation Committee: Ranae O’Neil and David O’Neil
Surveyors of Wood and Lumber: David Kennard and Wesley Tarr, Jr
Article 01 PASSED by voice vote.
As Article 02 was voted on by ballot in the booths, Moderator Kingsbury moved on to address
Article 03 (please see below). Following here are the ballot vote results of:
Article 02, Town Zoning Ordinances
To see if the Town will vote to amend portions of the Harrisville Zoning Ordinances as follows:
Amendment #1 – Proposed revision to the definition of Dwelling in Article XXVI to make consistent
with the State Building Code definition, and to further clarify what constitutes “cooking”.
Amendment #1 passed by ballot vote: 215 YES 19 NO
Amendment #2 – Proposed revision to the definition of Structures in Article XXVI to better
distinguish between permanent and temporary structures.
Amendment #2 passed by ballot vote: 208 YES 28 NO
Amendment #3 – Proposed revision to the definition of Signs in Article XXVI to make consistent
with the proposed changes in Article XVII Signs.
Amendment #3 passed by ballot vote: 200 YES 21 NO
Amendment #4 – Proposed revision to the definition of Impervious Cover in Article XXVI to align
this definition with proposed amendments to Section 4.1.14 for allowable impervious cover on a lot.
Amendment #4 passed by ballot vote: 186 YES 35 NO
Amendment #5 – Proposed amendment to Section 4.1.14 to increase the allowable amount of
impervious cover, consistent with state regulations.
Amendment #5 passed by ballot vote: 168 YES 42 NO
Amendment #6 – Proposed deletion to Section 20.1.3 regarding special exception approval for
wireless communication facilities since Article XIX was rewritten and adopted at Town Meeting
2019, rendering this section inapplicable and unnecessary.
Amendment #6 passed by ballot vote: 184 YES 15 NO
Amendment #7 – Proposed revision to the Purpose Statement in Article XXIX-Accessory Dwelling
Units to make reference to the Master Plan and to make consistent with state law. Amendment #7
passed by ballot vote: 185 YES 27 NO
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Amendment #8 – Proposed revision to amend Article XVII-Signs by adding a Purpose Statement
and otherwise revising to bring into compliance with case law on signs, to delete all references to
“advertising” and to renumber provisions accordingly.
Amendment #8 passed by ballot vote: 184 YES 21 NO
Amendment #9 – Proposed addition of Article XXX regulating Solar Energy systems to
accommodate such systems in appropriate locations and to decrease dependence on fossil fuels.
Amendment #9 passed by ballot vote – 193 YES 19 NO
Moderator Kingsbury read aloud the following:
Article 03: Broadband Infrastructure Bond
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,596,375 (gross budget) for a broadband
infrastructure improvement project in the Town (the “Project”); to authorize $896,375 of such sum to be
raised through the issuance of bonds or notes in accordance with the Municipal Finance Act (RSA Chapter
33); to authorize $700,000 of such sum to be accepted from a broadband provider on such terms and conditions
as will be approved by the Select Board; to authorize the Select Board to issue and negotiate such bonds or
notes and to determine the date, maturities, interest rate, and other details of such bonds or notes; and to
authorize the Select Board to apply for and accept any federal, state, or private funds that may become available
in respect of the Project. [Recommended by the Select Board. Two-thirds ballot vote required.]
Mr. Kingsbury explained that the article would be voted on by separate paper ballot over the course
of one hour following presentation and discussion. The Select Board moved to accept the article as
read. Mr. Jacobs then introduced Andrew Maneval, Broadband Committee Chair, to describe the
proposed project. Mr. Maneval summarized the approved project in Chesterfield, NH to bring fiber
to every house and business and the subsequent interest of Harrisville to do the same. The town
issued a Request for Information followed by a Request for Proposals, which resulted in six
responses. Following input from the committee, the Select Board and the town, the appropriate
documents were prepared, including a proposed contract with Consolidated Communications, the
Warrant Article, and the supporting informational materials.
Mr. Maneval explained that Consolidated would build, install and maintain the infrastructure and
that high speed internet service to every house and business would be available within
approximately one year, if approved. In addition, Consolidated would offer free fiber service to
town facilities. Mr. Maneval explained the financial aspects, including that the bond would be fully
paid off by Consolidated through a $10 monthly subscriber fee for interested customers. There
would be no cost to the town, other than to secure the bond. Mr. Maneval explained the reasons the
board and committee believe it’s a great opportunity for the town, beginning with the chance to
improve the poor internet service that currently exists. Customers who want to keep their existing
plans and service are under no obligation to upgrade. Benefits are seen for students, businesses,
emergency services, recreation, and the library, among other interests.
Mr. Maneval then introduced Rob Koester, Senior Vice President for Product Management for
Consolidated. Using slides, Mr. Koester explained how a fiber network operates and how
Harrisville’s network would be constructed. He also discussed the reliability and service speeds of
fiber compared to existing copper networks. He noted that the fiber strands would be laid over the
copper wires. If funding became available from the Bond Bank in July, Consolidated would
immediately begin stringing, followed by splicing to homes. In the meantime, equipment would be
ordered and mapping done by network engineers. He anticipates that customers would start being
turned up by the end of this year and that 99% of interested customers would have no upfront costs;
there would only be a cost if Consolidated had to put conduit underground. Mr. Koester shared
sample price plans, comparable to those offered around the state.
Questions from residents surrounded monthly costs and whether or not they could wait to sign up,
which Mr. Koester assured they could. He also explained that the size of the wire would vary but
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would be strung along the existing cable. Accompanying dorm-refrigerator sized cabinets would be
placed in certain locations as well.
Anne Havill asked, if the town will own the infrastructure, who guarantees it will be maintained.
Mr. Maneval explained that, under the contract, Consolidated is obligated to maintain it. The
contract gives the town the opportunity, should there be any default or insolvency, to proceed with
another provider or to pursue other avenues. One resident asked about whether Consolidated
would have enough backhaul to handle all the new fiber subscribers and how Consolidated could
support 1Gigabit speeds for both upload and downloads. Mr. Koester explained the network
architecture it uses and how it would work. He further explained that fiber technology is either on
or it’s off and it requires power. He explained that battery backups are available from Consolidated
and that power could also be maintained through a generator in the event of a power outage.
In response to a question from Julie Armbrust about how the bond would be paid, Mr. Maneval
explained that 30 days prior to the principal and interest being due on each bond payment,
Consolidated would pay this amount to the Town. He confirmed that the bond and the contract both
had terms of 20 years. When asked what would happen if Consolidated could no longer pay, Mr.
Maneval explained that 1) the infrastructure in place would offer the town collateral and the ability
to find another Internet Service Provider; 2) typically, an insolvency would not occur for a regulated
company like Consolidated that has much oversight; and 3) the town would own the assets and the
contractual ability to recover certain amounts. While nothing is 100% free of risk, Mr. Maneval
believes the proposed contract to be very close to that. Mr. Koester added to this that other
companies would likely come in and take over where the project was left off and that fiber networks
are extremely valuable as assets.
Consolidated noted that it would offer seasonal residents the opportunity to put their plans on
temporary hold for $7 per month. Mr. Koester also noted that high-speed internet could be obtained
without phone service.
At 8:05 pm, the townspeople proceeded to line up to vote, placing their paper ballots in the ballot
box at the podium. Voting remained open until 9:05 pm, while the Moderator continued with the
business of the meeting.
As announced later, Article 03 passed by ballot vote 133 YES to 3 NO
Article 04: Operating Budget
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,256,470 for general municipal operations,
and to further authorize $80,000 to come from the unassigned fund balance. This article does not include
appropriations contained in special or individual articles addressed separately. [Recommended by the
Select Board. Two-thirds ballot vote required.]
Mr. Jacobs moved to accept the article as read. Subsequently, he reviewed the highlights of the
proposed budget and how it compared to last year’s, including the tax rate calculations. In response
to a question about the difference in allocations for heating fuel, as compared to expenditures and
concern that not enough was being budgeted, Mr. Jacobs explained that certain years, heating costs
are allocated to different lines and that in the past few years fuel bills for the various facilities
sometimes were allocated to different departments. One resident asked about the increase in the
Code Enforcement stipend. Mr. Jacobs noted it reflects the amount of increased activity undertaken
by the Building Inspector over the past few years. Mr. Jacobs also explained the increase for
Emergency Management Director pay, given the change of officials in that position.
Cindy Stone moved to amend Article 04 to increase the line item 4140-003 from $8,672, to $10,000 to
allow for an increase in ballot clerk pay. She explained the duties and responsibilities involved in
these positions The bottom line would thus be $1,257,798. The move to amend was seconded.
During discussion, it was clarified that, during 2020, there would be four total elections, which
accounts for the higher election budgets every four years. Andrea Hodson noted that the proposed
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budget does include a 2% Cost of Living Increase for employees. She also confirmed that this is an
hourly rate. On the call for a vote, the amendment was approved by voice vote.
The Moderator read the amended Article 04 as follows:
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,257,798 for general municipal operations,
and to further authorize $80,000 to come from the unassigned fund balance. This article does not include
appropriations contained in special or individual articles addressed separately.
Article 04, as amended, passed by voice vote.
Mr. Kingsbury announced that 19 minutes remained for voting on Article 03, Broadband. He then
read aloud Article 05.
Article 05: Purchase of gravel Pit, Map 10 – Lot 31, Jaquith Road
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $100,000 for the acquisition of a gravel operation located
at Map 10 – Lot 31, Jaquith Road, for the purpose of merging this parcel with the adjacent, town-owned
operation to secure aggregate road material for highway improvements and maintenance. And to further
authorize the withdrawal of $95,000 from the Land Capital Reserve Fund and to raise $5,000 from general
taxation. [Recommended by the Select Board. Majority vote required.]
Kathy Scott moved to accept the article as written. She then explained, using slides on the projection
screen, the physical description of the Eastview parcel and how it would fit with the existing town
gravel operation on the adjacent lot, purchased by the town in 1963. She explained the requirements
the Town would be obligated to meet under state regulations, related to Alteration of Terrain
Permits (AOT) for excavation, reviewed by the DES. It is estimated that 36,000 yards of aggregate
are available in addition to another 10,000 along the boundary of the town operation and . Ms. Scott
also explained the state requirements for reclamation of excavated land for future use, under RSA
155-E.
The town when approached, evaluated the value of the land and annual expenditures of the town
for the purchase of road material from outside suppliers. In 2018, for example, the town spent
roughly $50,000 for road material it did not have on hand.
At this time, Philip Miner took the podium to announce the results of the school election as follows:
SAU 29 HARRISVILLE SCHOOL ELECTION RESULTS – MARCH 10, 2020
School Board Member
3 year term
Melody Moschan
225
declared elected
Moderator
1 year term
Philip H Miner
219
declared elected
District Clerk
1 year term
Bonnie Willette
231
declared elected
District Treasurer
Kathryn Miner
222
declared elected
Mr. Miner then entertained a motion from the floor to recess the Harrisville School Board Meeting to
March 9, 2021 at 6:00 pm. All voted in favor.
Resuming discussion of Article 05, Sherry Sims took the podium. A member of the Planning Board
from 2006-2018, Ms. Sims discussed the history of the O’Neil Gravel Pit on Jaquith Road and the
history of their permitting and conditions granted. She noted the lot is in the Residential and
Agricultural District, and that one of the conditions was that excavation be in compliance with 155 E,
including a detailed Reclamation plan. She explained that additional conditions were created to
protect neighbors; e.g., hours of operation, buffers and access off Hancock Road. The Planning Board
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required that the operation not cause a diminution in area property or change the character of the
neighborhood. Ms. Sims added that the O’Neils subsequently received two extensions on their
permit with limited duration of excavation. She expressed concern that, with town purchase, the
Planning Board can no longer regulate its use and wondered who would. She claims passing the
warrant article would authorize a commercial operation in a residential neighborhood and she
asked the townspeople if they would welcome such an operation in their neighborhood.
Neighbor Lisa Anderson spoke on behalf of residents surrounding the operations. Using photos of
the neighborhood, she described the homes and proximity of homes to the operation. She spoke to
the noise heard from equipment. She stated an environmental assessment has not been completed
and such an assessment would consider the aquifer, wildlife and wetlands. Ms. Anderson also
reviewed RSA 155-E and the fact that provisions within this RSA were not addressed in the
proposed Warrant Article. She noted that municipalities are not held to the same standards as
private operators. She noted the noise concerns, including from the sifter and rock crusher. She
reiterated the importance of protecting the aquifer. She asked if it was worth saving $15,00 per year
at the expense of residents’ rights, quality of life, and peace of mind. She encouraged voters to vote
no given the lack of permitting process through the Planning Board
As it was 9:05 pm, the Moderator entertained a motion to close the balloting on the Broadband
article. The ballot clerks began counting of the votes.
Resuming discussion on the Gravel Pit, resident Margaret Ziegler agreed the cost was not worth the
benefit.
Select Board member Kathy Scott responded that the cost of the purchase would be recouped in
roughly a year and a half. She added that RSA 155-E is quite specific in its requirements and that the
town needs to abide by these. Ms. Scott added the needs of the town for the road material and how
much could be saved. She emphasized this was not a commercial venture, but a town venture. She
noted that the noise heard in 2018 was due to the unusual circumstances of the town’s urgent need
for road material following the August 2018 storm. In ordinary circumstances, the town can control
the hours of operation; further, the town commits to using Hancock Road for entrance and egress,
thus avoiding town vehicular traffic on Jaquith Road.
Additional discussion surrounded whether the existing buffer between the current O’Neil operation
and neighboring properties would be maintained. Mr. Jacobs noted this area was not factored into
the calculations of available material, as it was a condition of approval of the permit granted to the
O’Neils. The Road Agent used the maps on the screen to describe the areas where topsoil had been
added and where reclaiming on the town-owned operation had been done and would continue
when operations were completed. Mr. Jacobs added that the focus of the Warrant Article was the
purchase of the land only and that plans for management and reclamation would ensue. The next
article on the Warrant, if passed, would establish a Capital Reserve Fund for this purpose. He
added that RSA 155-E is overseen at the state by experts in the area of gravel operations.
Ned Hulbert, a current member of the Planning Board, asked if the reclamation plan which is part of
the O’Neil’s permit conditions would be followed. Mr. Tarr noted that the area along Jaquith Road
up to the walking trail will remain as is. He believes, when the work is completed, it’s possible two
homes could go in there. He also noted there is no water draining from the sections being
excavated. Mr. Hulbert asked, given that he had noted at least intent by the Select Board at earlier
meetings discussing this opportunity to hear neighbors’ input, if the Warrant Article could be
amended to reflect Select Board accountability to the public for specific criteria of concern to the
neighbors - for example, traffic and noise - either through building a berm up, or other ideas for
operating plans. He proposed something along the lines of the Board’s commitment, within three
months to receive input on the areas of contention
Ms. Scott offered specific language from RSA 155-E:4-a about operational standards to which the
town would be held, including:
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I. No excavation shall be permitted below road level within 50 feet of the right of way of any public highway as
defined in RSA 229:1 unless such excavation is for the purpose of said highway.
II. No excavation shall be permitted within 50 feet of the boundary of a disapproving abutter, within 150 feet of
any dwelling which either existed or for which a building permit has been issued at the time the excavation is
commenced.
II-a. No excavation shall be permitted within 75 feet of any great pond, navigable river, or any other standing
body of water 10 acres or more in area or within 25 feet of any other stream, river or brook which normally
flows throughout the year, or any naturally occurring standing body of water less than 10 acres, prime
wetland as designated in accordance with RSA 482-A:15, I or any other wetland greater than 5 acres in area
as defined by the department of environmental services.
III. Vegetation shall be maintained or provided within the peripheral areas required by paragraphs I and II.
IV. Drainage shall be maintained so as to prevent the accumulation of free-standing water for prolonged
periods. Excavation practices which result in continued siltation of surface waters or any degradation of water
quality of any public or private water supplies are prohibited.
V. No fuels, lubricants, or other toxic or polluting materials shall be stored on-site unless in compliance with
state laws or rules pertaining to such materials.
VI. Where temporary slopes will exceed a grade of 1:1, a fence or other suitable barricade shall be erected to
warn of danger or limit access to the site.
VII. Prior to the removal of topsoil or other overburden material from any land area that has not yet been
excavated, the excavator shall file a reclamation bond or other security as prescribed by the regulator, sufficient
to secure the reclamation of the land area to be excavated.
VIII. Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to supersede or preempt applicable environmental standards or
permit requirements contained in other state laws, and no exemption under this chapter shall be construed as
an exemption from any other state statute.
Ms. Scott emphasized that the town cannot pollute and that the proposal is for town use and is not a
commercial venture. She also noted that the regulations looked to by the Planning Board in its
review are the same RSA 155E regulations that the Select Board must abide by.
Mr. Hulbert returned to what he called “the trust issue,” reiterating the request for public
accountability. Andrea Hodson stated that she agreed about the importance of accountability and
offered that possibly an amendment could involve the establishment of a committee of
representatives of governing bodies and residents. She also noted the following Warrant Article
establishing the Capital Reserve Fund to pay for a plan to shape the best approach and create a plan
that endures over time with future boards.
Another Eastview resident asked what the tax loss would be if the town could not collect on that
piece of property. The Select Board responded this amount was $628 on the assessed value of
$61,000. Barbara Watkins also requested that some sort of document be created to establish a
guaranteed commitment to neighbors.
Erik Anderson spoke to state that the initial approval for excavation was for removal of 19,000 cubic
yards of material and that the project would end in 2015. Now the town’s plan is further removal
100,000 yards through 2040. Reclamation has not been discussed, nor a plan. He also stated that any
private purchaser of this property who wanted to operate a gravel pit would have to go to the
Planning Board for approval. Further, Mr. Anderson stated, without an appraisal or in his opinion
due diligence other than the purchase price presented to the board by the landowner, he does not
believe the land is worth the purchase price for land he sees as without value in its current state. In
the same way he feels he has supported other residents’ projects throughout town, he now urged
residents to help his neighborhood in its time of need and to vote no on the gravel pit.
Andrea Hodson returned to Seth Farmer’s earlier question to the board about its reason for pursuing
this. She noted the recent Common Threads article, where this was explained. She also noted the
yardage that would be sourced at today’s market prices would equal from $360,000 to $650,000
depending on the material. Considering the town’s annual needs now and in the future, the board
felt the cost would be more than recouped by a wide margin.
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Charles Michal referred to the fact that the town was acquiring its own rights to gravel and would
save a substantial amount each year. Wes Tarr confirmed that 7500 to 8000 yards of material is
needed annually. He offered additional figures on the town’s annual needs and what it costs to
purchase material we don’t own. According to the Road Agent, each year we lose 2” of material on
our gravel roads. Mr. Michal agreed on the value to the town of assuring possibly 20 years of gravel
material but disagreed about the savings in the next few years to the town’s operating budget.
Laurence Saunders spoke as a real estate agent. He asked how long this 5-acre parcel has been a
gravel pit. Kathy Scott responded since 1963. He separately asked if the south-facing slope could
offer the possibility of solar panels and asked the board to look at the proposal in a larger lens, not
just at the financial numbers.
Winston Sims asked if there had been an appraisal, on what assumptions was it based. Jay Jacobs
noted the board was interested in this land for a number of years. He explained the history of the
interest and how the O’Neils approached the board, and approached with a firm price. The board
then went out and had tests done on the soil, all except one of which met DOT standards for
material. Mr. Jacobs further explained the calculations of available material and that these more than
cover the cost of the property. The town will remain self-sufficient and the Highway Department
budget reasonable.
Andrea Hodson added that the assessed value is based on the land itself, the surface. The board was
also considering the value of what lies underneath. Kathy Scott added the additional value in the
driveway cuts, site design for location of a building and a well and the overall value of this parcel in
this neighborhood. It is felt to be a very desirable piece of land.
At this point, Moderator Kingsbury interrupted the discussion to announce the results of Article
03 Broadband. Article 03 passed by ballot vote 133 to 3.
Marcia Caswell of Venable Road acknowledged the need for gravel but recognized the emotion
surrounding the discussion. She confirmed that the operation would be for the town, and not
commercial. She then asked how often the Highway Department works in the pit. Mr. Tarr noted it
varies but, at the busiest time of year, maybe for a week, 6 ½ - 7 hours a day approximately.
Andrew Maneval commented that the property could be a nice location for a public park someday
or for another foreseen purpose. He then moved to amend the Warrant Article as follows: that the
SB will create a representative committee of citizens and town officers to study the uses, and
conditions of use, of the acquired property before any operations are commenced on the acquired
property with a report of the committee’s findings to be submitted at a public hearing prior to any
commencement of activity ’’. The motion was seconded.
During discussion, Lisa Anderson wondered if the town was putting the cart before the horse by
buying the property before hearing the committee’s findings. Seth Farmer asked the same question
and also asked the Road Agent what the difference would be in noise levels . Mr. Tarr noted there is
no savings to blasting large rock and that noise would from engines running and backup alarms.
Les LaMois then spoke to urge a vote on the article as presented rather than amended. Charles
Michal viewed the amendment as finding middle ground and as such could support it. Mr. Hulbert
also supported the amendment and thanked Mr. Maneval.
The amendment was reread by the Recording Secretary as follows: that the SB will create a
representative committee of citizens and town officers to study the uses, and conditions of use, of
the acquired property before any operations are commenced on the acquired property, with a report
of the committee’s findings to be submitted at a public hearing prior to any commencement of
activity .’’
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The amendment to Article 05 passed by a show of hands.
Mr. Kingsbury then read the entire Article 05, as amended, as follows: To see if the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate $100,000 for the acquisition of a gravel operation located at Map 10 – Lot
31, Jaquith Road, for the purpose of merging this parcel with the adjacent, town-owned operation to
secure aggregate road material for highway improvements and maintenance. And to further
authorize the withdrawal of $95,000 from the Land Capital Reserve Fund and to raise $5,000 from
general taxation. And that the SB will create a representative committee of citizens and town
officers to study the uses, and conditions of use, of the acquired property before any operations are
commenced on the acquired property, with a report of the committee’s findings to be submitted at a
public hearing prior to any commencement of activity .’’
During further discussion, Mr. Maneval clarified that his amendment presupposed the purchase of
the property but that a gathering of input on the conditions of use would be addressed publicly.
Julie Armbrust expressed she believed it was putting the cart before the horse and that a 5-acre
parcel next to an existing gravel put was not worth the purchase price of $100,000. Andrea Hodson
responded noted that a committee might come together and figure out how to consider how to
manage the property well, but the intent of the article is to purchase the aggregate material. Kathy
Scott added that the purpose is to merge the purchased parcel with the existing operation next to it.
She returned to the requirements for the Alteration of Terrain permit to expand the excavation
beyond what was originally approved for this parcel. The committee could also help with the AOT
process and requirements.
Erin Hammerstedt asked if the property had been put on the open market and if it would be
available to the town if the purchase weren’t acted on now. Mr. Jacobs explained the owners offered
the Town the right of first refusal and understood the board would take the decision to Town
Meeting. He added he believes it’s an opportunity for the town that needs to be decided on right
away. Ms. Hammerstedt considered that the risk might be greater if the town did not buy it now.
Sarah Scott requested confirmation that the nature of the property would not change, just the
property would be changing hands. The board confirmed this is the case. Max Boyd, a neighbor,
reflected on the emotion of the matter noting how the neighbors feel the ground rules can change
every few years. As a neighbor in the area, he would feel more comfortable if the Town owns it and
is not using it for profit. He supports town versus private ownership.
With no further questions, Mr. Kingsbury reread amended Article 05 once again as follows: To see if
the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $100,000 for the acquisition of a gravel operation located at Map
10 – Lot 31, Jaquith Road, for the purpose of merging this parcel with the adjacent, town-owned operation to
secure aggregate road material for highway improvements and maintenance. And to further authorize the
withdrawal of $95,000 from the Land Capital Reserve Fund and to raise $5,000 from general taxation. And
that the SB will create a representative committee of citizens and town officers to study the uses, and
conditions of use, of the acquired property before any operations are commenced on the acquired property, with
a report of the committee’s findings to be submitted at a public hearing prior to any commencement of
activity .’’ The Moderator called for a vote. Following a voice vote without a clear result, Mr.
Kingsbury asked for a show of hands.
Article 05, as amended, passed by a show of hands.
Article 06: Capital Reserve Fund for Gravel Pit Operations
To see if the Town will vote to establish a Capital Reserve Fund for gravel pit operations: “Gravel Pit
Management and Reclamation.” [Recommended by the Select Board. Majority vote required.]
Kathy Scott moved to accept as written and read. She explained the board’s commitment to develop
a management and reclamation plan. Calling for a vote on Article 06, Mr. Kingsbury noted that:
Article 06 passed by voice vote.
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Article 07: Purchase of Highway Grader
To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $313,747 to purchase a new, 2020 John Deere
Grader for the purpose of road maintenance. And to authorize the withdrawal of $313,747 from the Road
Equipment Capital Reserve Fund. And to further authorize the Select Board to dispose of the 1988 grader,
estimated to have a trade-in value of $20,000. [Recommended by the Select Board. Majority vote required.]
Mr. Jacobs moved to accept the article as read and written. The Road Agent explained the condition
of the current grader, 32 years old, and the fact that it’s time. Katherine Upton of Brown Road
confirmed that it falls apart, as she has found pieces of it near her home.
Article 07 passed by voice vote.
Article 08: Rebuild of Willard Hill, Mason Road, Brown Road
To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $249,000 to rebuild Willard Hill Road in its
entirety, Mason Road from the intersection of Willard Hill westerly to Number 4 Hill, and Brown Road from
Chesham Road, easterly, a distance of 1,320 feet. And to further authorize the withdrawal of $65,000 from the
Roads Capital Reserve Fund created for that purpose and further authorize $50,000 to come from the
unassigned fund balance. The balance of $134,000 is to come from general taxation. This will be a non-lapsing
appropriation per RSA 32:7(VI) and will not lapse until the project is completed or December 31, 2021,
whichever is sooner. [Recommended by the Select Board. Majority vote required.]
Andrea Hodson moved to accept the article as written. She reiterated the town’s commitment to
maintain roads and that these are the proposed projects for 2020. The Board will consult with the
Transportation Committee about the project before commencing.
Article 08 passed by voice vote.
Article 09: Repair or Replace Highway Truck
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $40,000 to repair or replace the 2000 MACK
dump truck and to further authorize the withdrawal of $40,000 from the Road Equipment Capital Reserve
Fund for that purpose. This will be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7(VI) and will not lapse until
December 31, 2021. [Recommended by the Select Board. Majority vote required.] Jay Jacobs moved to
accept the article as written and read.
Mr. Tarr confirmed the truck is rusting out and may not pass inspection because of the condition of
the frame. He explained the options of purchasing a new one versus repairing. Both options are
available.
Article 09 passed by voice vote.
Article 10: Fund Capital Reserves
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $110,000 to be added to the Capital Reserve
Funds previously established and to allocate the sum as follows: $30,000 – Roads; $20,000 - Road Equipment;
$20,000 – Fire Equipment; $10,000 – Town Buildings; $10,000 – Bridges; $10,000 – Dams; $5,000 – Police
Equipment; $5,000 – Gravel Pit Operations. [Recommended by the Select Board. Majority vote
required.]
Andrea Hodson moved to accept as written. Constance Boyd asked if Gravel Pit Operations was the
correct wording or if it should read in line with Article 06. Mr. Jacobs thus moved to amend Article
10 to read “$5,000 Gravel Pit Management and Reclamation.” The Moderator called a vote on the
amendment. The amendment passed as proposed. As there was no discussion, he reread the
amended article in its entirety and called for a vote.
Article 10, as amended, passed by voice vote.
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Article 11: Lake Skatutakee Dam Repair Contribution
To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate $20,000 for the purpose of repairing the Lake Skatutakee
Dam, which was damaged in August 2018 in the torrential rain storm. And further to allocate $20,000 from
the Town’s general fund balance for this purpose. The total cost of repair is approximately $60,000, $40,000 of
which has been raised through donations from Lake Skatutakee Association members, Harrisville Conservation
Commission, Historic Harrisville, and others. The Town’s contribution of $20,000 from the general fund
balance will be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7(VI) and will not lapse until the project is completed
or December 31, 2021, whichever is sooner. [By petition. Recommended by the Select Board. Majority
vote required.] Kathy Scott moved to accept as written and read.
Noel Greiner spoke to the association’s need to repair the dam, built in 1937, following damage to
the gate and pedestal from the August 2018 storm. He spoke to how the whole town benefits from
this body of water and the state requirements for maintenance, done by volunteers and through
donations of association members. In 1990, the association spent $35,000 on repairs. In 2013, they
funded $70,000 in repairs through member contributions. Now they need help and are calling on the
town. They need $60,000 and have raised $40,000 already, so the request to the town is for the
remaining $20,000. He noted the assessed value of properties around the lake is $22 million, so he
believes it’s a worthwhile investment and encouraged voters to support. As there was no further
discussion, the Moderator called the vote.
Article 11 passed by voice vote.
Article 12: Conservation Fund Reimbursement
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $5,000 to reimburse the Conservation Fund for the town
contribution toward the Harris Center purchase of a 17-acre parcel along the south side of the Eastview Rail
Trail. And to further authorize the withdrawal of $5,000 from the Land Conservation Capital Reserve Fund.
[Recommended by the Select Board. Majority vote required.]
Kathy Scott moved to amend the article to add the words “for this purpose” to the end of the article.
The amendment passed by voice vote. Harry Wolhandler then explained the reason for the request
to transfer these funds and the purposes of the two funds, the Conservation Fund and the Land
Capital Reserve Fund. He noted that, sometimes, land comes up for conservation at unplanned-for
opportunities and, in this case, the HCC used money from the fund to which it had immediate
access and now hopes to transfer these funds back into the Conservation Fund.
Article 12 passed by voice vote.
Article 13: Acceptance of Unanticipated Money
To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 31:95-b, which provide that “any town or village
district at an annual meeting may adopt an article authorizing, indefinitely until specific rescission of such
authority, the board of selectmen or board of commissioners to apply for, accept from the state, federal, or other
governmental unit or a private source which becomes available during the fiscal year.” Further, shall the town
adopt these provisions. [Recommended by the Select Board. Majority vote required.] Kathy Scott
moved to accept as written
Andrea Hodson explained that this is an administrative exercise to allow the Select Board to accept
money it has not anticipated, in this case to facilitate the collecting and spending of funds for the
150th celebration. Julie Armbrust was concerned that the words “Town of Harrisville” are not in the
Article. Ms. Hodson explained that this was the wording the Department of Revenue
Administration gave to the Select Board. Ms. Armbrust requested to add these words. Cathy Lovas
read aloud the RSA and the board confirmed it was adopting the provisions of the RSA. Ms.
Armbrust was satisfied. The Moderator reread the Article aloud and called for a vote.
Article 13 passed by voice vote.
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Article 14: Receive Report of Agents
To hear reports of agents, committees, and offices chosen and pass any vote related thereto.
Article 14 passed by voice vote.
Article 15: Business Transactions
To transact any business that may legally come before this meeting.
Article 15 passed by voice vote.
At 11:00 pm, the Moderator moved to adjourn the deliberative session of Town Meeting so that
votes could be tallied. All voted in favor.
Following the vote count, the results of the March 10, 2020 Elections were read aloud by the Town
Clerk as follows:
RESULTS OF ELECTIONS BY OFFICIAL BALLOT
TOTAL VOTES CAST:
242
Selectman 3 year term
Jay Jacobs
189
declared elected
Richard Jackson
47
Town Treasurer 1 year term
Anne Havill
234
declared elected
Moderator 2 year term
Bryan Kingsbury
235
declared elected
Town Clerk 3 year term
Cathy Lovas
239
declared elected
Fire Chief 1 year term
Wayne Derosia Jr
207
declared elected
Trustee of Trust Funds 3 year term
Ranae O’Neil
232
declared elected
Board of Cemetery Trustees 3 year term
Julie Lord
232
declared elected
Supervisor of the Checklist 6 year term
Beth Healy
232
declared elected
Supervisor of the Checklist 4 year term
Anne Havill
234
declared elected
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Ann Noyer, Recording Secretary, for Catherine Lovas, Town Clerk, March 10, 2020
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New Hampshire
Department of
Revenue
Administration

2020
$17.68
Tax Rate Breakdown
Harrisville
Municipal Tax Rate Calculation
Jurisdiction

Tax Effort

Municipal

Valuation

Tax Rate

$1,056,380

$207,756,836

$5.08

$784,860

$207,756,836

$3.78

Local Education

$1,433,318

$207,756,836

$6.90

State Education

$394,790

$205,781,236

$1.92

County

Total

$3,669,348

$17.68

Village Tax Rate Calculation
Jurisdiction

Tax Effort

Valuation

Tax Rate

Total

Tax Commitment Calculation
Total Municipal Tax Effort

$3,669,348

War Service Credits

($7,200)

Village District Tax Effort
Total Property Tax Commitment

$3,662,148

10/30/2020
James P. Gerry
Director of Municipal and Property Division
New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration
Director-Approved Final Tax Rate - Harrisville
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2020 Tax Receipts
2020 MS-61

THIS REPORT FOR PREVIEW ONLY
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
MS-61 TO BE SUBMITTED ELECTRONICALLY TO DRA

For the Municipality of

Town of Harrisville

Year Ending

Printed From Archives

12/31/2020

DEBITS
Uncollected Taxes

Levy For Year
of this Report

Property Taxes

#3110

xxxxxx

$ 192,561.04

$ 0.00

$ 3,365.68

Resident Taxes

#3180

xxxxxx

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

Land Use Change Taxes

#3120

xxxxxx

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

Yield Taxes

#3185

xxxxxx

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

Excavation Tax

#3187

xxxxxx

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

Utility Charges

#3189

xxxxxx

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

xxxxxx

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

Betterment Taxes
Property Tax Credit Balance

Taxes Committed This Year

2019

2018

Account

Property Taxes

#3110

Resident Taxes
Land Use Change Taxes

Levy For Year
of this Report

2019

$ 3,662,173.00

$ 0.00

#3180

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

#3120

$ 6,300.00

$ 0.00

Yield Taxes

#3185

$ 2,481.15

$ 0.00

Excavation Tax

#3187

$ 162.70

$ 0.00

Utility Charges

#3189

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

Levy For Year
of this Report

Overpayment Refunds
Property Taxes

#3110

Resident Taxes

#3180

Land Use Change

#3120

Yield Taxes

#3185

Excavation Tax

#3187

Interest and Penalties on
Delinquent Taxes
Interest and Penalties on
Resident Taxes

2019

$ 2,051.12

2018

2017+

Amount is from "Credits Refunded"

#3190

$ 1,305.27

$ 6,746.01

$ 0.00

$ 2,213.72

#3190

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 3,674,281.84

$ 199,307.05

$ 0.00

$ 5,579.40

Total Debits

TS:2021-01-08T12:35:53
01/08/2021 12:35 PM

2017+

( $ 191.40 )

Betterment Taxes
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2020 Summary of Inventory Valuations
Map/Lot Description

Location

Acres

10-12-1
10-30
10-31
10-46
20-1
20-77-1
20-77-2
20-83
20-93
30-31-2
30-33
30-39

NH Route 137
Hancock Road
Jaquith Road
Hancock T/L
Cherry Hill Road
Hancock Road
Hancock Road
Wilderness Trail
Hancock Road
Macveagh Road
Skatutakee Road
167 Main Street

3.45
16.57
5.5
5.5
1.6
1.0
.2
.8
.5
.3
5.47
1.16

169 Main Street

30-52

Land
Sand/gravel pit
Sand/gravel pit
Land
Land
Gravel bank
Gravel bank
Land
Railroad Trail
Gravel bank
Waterfront
Old Highway
Barn
Police
Department
Land
Recycling
Center
Town garage

30-86
32-22-4
32-23-1
32-26
32-33
40-46-1
40-46-1

RR Bed
Veterans Park
Public Library
Cemetery
Garage
Fire Station
Town Offices

Main St to Brown Rd
Main Street
7 Canal Street
Island Street
Prospect Street
699 Chesham Road
705 Chesham Road

40-51
40-62-1

Land
Cemetery

40-125

Cemetery

40-132
41-19
41-29
51-7
70-2-1

Triangle
Beach
Beach
Beach
Waterfront

Chesham Road
Riverside Cemetery – Chesham
Road
Willard Hill Cemetery – Old
Roxbury Road
Chesham and Brown Roads
Russell Reservoir
South Road
Silver Road
Breed Road
TOTAL

30-39
30-39-1
30-52
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Skatutakee Road
66 Willard Hill Road
18 Willard Hill Road

Land
Value
$43,100
$109,300
$61,300
$5,500
$31,700
$6,200
$4,000
$16,500
$6,000
$13,000
$49,400
$95,200

Total
Value
$43,100
$109,300
$61,300
$5,500
$31,700
$6,200
$4,000
$16,500
$6,000
$13,000
$49,400
$223,900

See
above
.34
24.0

See above

See above

$39,100
$239,700

$39,100
$498,000

See
above
13.69
.46
.05
3.5
.25
2.39
See
above
.6
.25

See above

See above

$13,100
$7,000
$120,600
$192,000
$123,200
$101,300
See above

$13,100
$7,000
$191,100
$192,000
$136,000
$359,800
See above

$6,000
$5,000

$6,000
$5,000

2.8

$60,700

$60,700

.5
.34
.32
.496
.04
92.076

$54,000
$21,300
$72,100
$239,600
$51,300
$1,787,200

$54,000
$21,300
$120,700
$239,600
$51,300
$2,564,600
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2021 Town Meeting Warrant Articles
Article 01: Election of Officers
To Choose all Necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.
Article 02: Town Zoning Ordinances
To see if the Town will vote to amend portions of the Harrisville Zoning Ordinances as follows:
•

•
•
•
•

•

Amendment #1 - Proposed revision to Article VI to add a new provision allowing for the
possibility to place certain small structures, not occupied living spaces, closer to boundary
lines.
Amendment #2 - Proposed revision to Articles VI and Article X to delete references to
Accessory Dwelling Units given redundancy with language in Article XXIX.
Amendment #3 – Proposed revision to Article XI to correct the Historic District boundary by
changing the designation of Lot 61-3 to Lot 61-4.
Amendment #4 – Proposed revision to amend Article XXVI by changing the term “building”
to “structure” to clarify various categories of built objects.
Amendment #5 – Proposed revision to Article XII Wetlands Conservation
District to reflect current science, and to establish buffer zones to protect wetland functions
and values.
Amendment #6 – Proposed removal from Article XII of references to watercourses, placing
them instead in Article XXVII Floodplain Management Ordinance.

Specific wording is on Official Ballots. Effective date is March 9, 2021.
[Recommended by the Planning Board. By Official Ballot.]
Article 03: Operating Budget
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,313,604 for general municipal
operations and to further authorize $132,531 to come from the unassigned fund balance. This
article does not include appropriations contained in special or individual articles addressed
separately. [Recommended by the Select Board. Majority vote required.]
Article 04: Capital Reserve Funds
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $105,000 to be added to the
Capital Reserve Funds previously established and to allocate the sum as follows:
$30,000 Road Equipment
$30,000 Roads
$20,000 Fire Equipment
$5,000 Dams

$5,000 Bridges
$5,000 Gravel Pit Operations
$5,000 Town Buildings
$5,000 Re-evaluation

[Recommended by the Select Board. Majority vote required.]
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Article 05: Mason Road Reclaim
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $14,400 to reclaim and compact
Mason Road from the intersection of Willard Hill Road easterly to the Dublin Town line (4,800
feet). (This section of road is to be paved in 2022 and funded in 2022.) And further to authorize
$14,400 to come from general taxation. This shall be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7(VI)
and will not lapse until completed or December 31, 2022, whichever is sooner. [Recommended by
the Select Board. Majority vote required.]
Article 06: Hancock Road Chip Seal
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $71,000 to chip seal Hancock Road
from the intersection of Bonds Corner Road easterly to the intersection of Route 137 (2.5 miles).
And further to authorize $50,370 to come from the unassigned fund balance, which represents the
SB Highway Block Grant. The balance of $20,630 is to come from general taxation. This shall be a
non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7(VI) and will not lapse until completed or December 31,
2022, whichever is sooner. [Recommended by the Select Board. Majority vote required.]
Article 07: Village Paving
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $48,500 to pave Island Street,
Canal Street and Prospect Street. And further to authorize the sum of $48,500 to come from general
taxation. This shall be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7(VI) and will not lapse until
completed or by December 31, 2022, whichever is sooner. [Recommended by the Select Board.
Majority vote required.]
Article 08: Harrisville Community Power
To see if the Town will vote to adopt the Harrisville Community Power Electric Aggregation Plan,
TM-05-22-2021, which authorizes the Select Board to develop and implement Harrisville
Community Power as described therein (pursuant to RSA 53-E:7). [Recommended by the Select
Board. Majority vote required.]
Article 09: Petitioned Article for Fair Non-Partisan Redistricting
To see if the Town will vote to urge that the New Hampshire General Court, which is obligated to
redraw the maps of political districts within the state following the federal census, will ensure fair
and effective representation of New Hampshire voters without gerrymandering. Additionally,
these voters ask the Town of Harrisville to urge the NH General Court to carry out the
redistricting in a fair and transparent way through public meetings, not to favor a particular
political party, to include communities of interest, and to minimize multi-district seats. The record
of the vote approving this article shall be transmitted by written notice from the Harrisville Select
Board to Harrisville’s state legislators to inform them of the demands from their constituents
within 30 days of the vote. [By petition. Majority vote required]
Article 10: Receive Report of Agents
To hear reports of agents, committees, and offices chosen and pass any vote related thereto.
Article 11: Business Transactions
To transact any business that may legally come before this meeting.
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Select Board
Covid has been the constant in Town affairs and our daily lives. Despite this crisis Town
services were maintained throughout by innovation and dedication by our employees and
officials.
As a community our infection rate was quite low, and a credit to our residents who committed
to following the recommended protocols to protect themselves and others. Much credit should
be given to Jeff Cady, our Emergency Management Director, and David Belknap, our Health
Officer. From them we received Covid updates, policy procedures, and recommendations from
State and Federal government and the scientific community. Jeff was also responsible for the
community Covid bulletin board in the village, procuring PPE and installing safety appliances
in Town buildings.
Several accomplishments stand out in this Covid crisis year. We were one of very few Towns
that maintained their recycling commitment. Our library innovated in many different ways to
continue their services and Fire and Police adapted protocols to keep their staff safe and
responses as required. Town Hall maintained all necessary services and Boards used a hybrid of
in-person and zoom formats to conduct meetings. Cathy Lovas and her Town Clerk’s office was
outstanding in conducting four elections in this difficult year. All the while, our Highway Crew
just kept grading and plowing roads along with special projects and routine maintenance.
The retirement of Police Chief Buddy Driscoll will represent the first major change in our Police
Department in 26 years. Those shoes will be hard to fill recognizing the committed policing and
connection Buddy has had with our Town. We also want to recognize the 20 plus years of
service Jim Porter gave our town on the Highway crew before his retirement this year.
We approach the coming year with a greater understanding of how Covid will affect our
operations and also the realization that an end point to this crisis is on the horizon. We will
address some of the issues, created by Covid, surrounding the increased usage of our lakes. Our
road projects will include input from our Transportation Committee, considering safety and
non-vehicle road use. At the Recycle Center, our ability to recycle and reduce the waste stream
necessitates a greater understanding and commitment from all of us to reach this goal.
Understanding that recycling is a market-driven process, and a commitment to understand
what we should be putting in the containers, will determine the success of our program.
It is most important to acknowledge the importance and contributions that Committees and
Boards provide to the success of Town Government. To all of you, our heartfelt appreciation.
We have been through a very trying year. This next year, we will need to maintain our vigilance
and commitment to staying safe in this Covid environment. As a community that has come
together to confront these great challenges, we will succeed with this same determination.
Jay C. Jacobs, Chair
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Assessor
I have continued to perform the duties of Assessor for the Town of Harrisville for 2020, working
remotely due to the pandemic and at the Harrisville Town Hall as needed.
As Assessor, my duties consist of the inspection of new construction and building permits. I
will visit properties to make sure the data is correct per Department of Revenue Administration
(DRA) compliance. Routine responsibilities of the Assessor are to generate the equalization ratio
report which is submitted to DRA, intent to cuts, timber and excavation warrants, current use
applications, land use change tax, subdivisions, mergers, annexations, tax map updates, deed
and address changes, and abatements.
If you think you qualify for any of the following Exemptions or Credits: Elderly Exemptions,
Veterans Tax Credits and Tax Deferrals, which have specific requirements, please contact the
Assessor's office.
You may contact me at the Harrisville Town Hall to make an appointment at 827-3431 or
email: assessor@harrisvillenh.org.
My goal is to maintain consistent and equitable assessments for Harrisville and provide the
Taxpayers of Harrisville with knowledgeable explanations concerning their assessments.
Respectfully submitted, Lynn Cook CHNA

Broadband Committee
At last year’s Town Meeting, by a large margin the Town approved Warrant Article #3
supporting the Broadband Infrastructure Project. A contract was entered into with Consolidated
Communications, Inc. (CCI), a bond procured, and, per the contract, the proceeds were paid to
CCI to fund the infrastructure work. An initial percentage was paid at the outset of the project, a
further amount has been paid recently, when work passed the 50% mark, and the balance will be
paid upon completion. CCI is required to repay Harrisville for all payments subsequently coming
due on the bond. CCI has also invested a considerable further amount in this work.
CCI has been at work on this project all around Town. As a reminder, the contract with CCI
required them to provide fiber for high-speed internet service to every residence and business in
Harrisville (and to provide regular internet service for free to Town facilities). CCI’s work has
been overseen by two Project Managers, Jeff McIver (appointed by CCI) and Doug Norman
(appointed by the Town). While there was a small delay regarding a problem subcontractor, CCI
is now back on the original schedule and well ahead of the contractual requirements regarding
timeframes. CCI now anticipates that all pre-registered subscribers will be connected to the new
service before the end of May, 2021. Note that folks can pre-register for service via CCI’s
website. Of course, folks are not required to sign up for such new service and can keep their
existing service if they prefer. However, speeds up to 1 gigabyte (symmetrical) will be available
under the new plans.
If residents have any other questions, please feel free to contact the undersigned, or any member
of the Broadband Committee.
Respectfully submitted, Andrew Maneval, Chair, Harrisville Broadband Committee
Building Inspector / Code Enforcement
We issued 74 permits this year for decks, solar panels, interior renovations, electrical upgrades,
sheds, etc., as well as for a lot conversions of seasonal home to year-round dwellings. A friendly
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reminder that you need a permit to do any work on your property, including sheds, electrical,
plumbing and renovations. Please call me if you’re not sure if you need a permit, as we do have
fines for not securing one when needed. If you haven’t done so, please put up your house
number so emergency personnel and delivery drivers can find you.
Thank you, Mike Wilder

Cemetery Trustees
This year has proved quite interesting doing the needed work while socially distancing. This
has been true for all of us and our work has continued.
The grass, or lack of grass, at Island Cemetery is still a concern and we have tried to deal with
the grub infestation. Using a biodegradable removal, we did a section in the south-eastern
corner two times. If this helps, the rest of the cemetery can be done in the same manner. If it
does not do the job we will have to decide on a much more involved and expensive treatment
by an expert.
Plans are in place for the Scattering Garden in Island Cemetery for the summer and fall of 2021.
The plot for the center of the garden has been opened and covered for the winter and it is
starting to take shape. We have devised a plan for the stone work with Adam Drew who lives
in town and has given a very much appreciated estimate with much work actual work
volunteered and the design is nearly complete.
The plantings and bushes on individual plots are still being worked on. The plantings are the
responsibility of the plot owners to keep them within the plot lines and under 4 feet. There have
been two years for owners to deal with this and there has been much support, but some of the
bushes and trees are still “misbehaving” and will have to be removed.
Last winter the monuments at Riverside Cemetery had a difficult year. Peterborough Granite
was able to fix this problem and Randy regrassed and maintained the plots and all is well again.
There are now five lots in the front area of Willard Hill Cemetery for “Green Burials”. This
allows for another method of honoring our loved ones. This involves neither embalming nor a
casket. There are very explicit and simple requirements to be followed which the Trustees can
provide to anyone interested.
Randy was able to keep all three cemeteries in very good shape. He was also able to nurse our
riding lawn mower thru another season involving much care and maintenance. In November
we were able to replace the lawn mower and stay within our budget.
This year there were four burials and three full plots sold at Willard Hill cemetery.
A final reminder that the roads at Island and Willard Hill Cemeteries are closed to motorized
vehicles from December 15 through April. Thank you for your compliance.
Respectfully submitted, Leslie Downing, Julie Lord and David Robins

Conservation Commission
A Conservation Commission is an advisory body that watches for threats to our town
environment, suggests solutions to other town boards including the Select Board, Planning
Board, and Zoning Board of Adjustment, and collaborates with other conservation minded
town organizations. This past year we’ve been reviewing a number of key issues including:
•
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Worked with the Ordinance Review Committee, a Planning Board committee, to update
Harrisville’s Wetland Protection Ordinance from 1987. The new ordinance will be voted on
at Town Meeting in March 2021. Revisions included updated wetland definitions and
establishing a Wetland Setback Overlay District to prevent disturbance in and near various
wetlands.
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•

Completed construction of the Harrisville Pond Boat Ramp Rain Garden and Pervious
Parking area, a demonstration project to protect the pond from stormwater runoff by
creating settling areas for silt and sediment as waters infiltrate the ground on their way to
the pond. Many thanks to Wes Tarr and the Harrisville Road Crew for construction of the
project, and to Don Scott for the Rain Garden design and construction management. A crew
of 15 volunteers helped plant suitable flowering vegetation to create a lovely roadside park
by the boat ramp. In 2021 HCC will add educational signage about methods homeowners
can apply to reduce stormwater runoff and increase groundwater infiltration on private
properties.

•

Received approval at the 2020 Town Meeting to transfer $5,000 from the Land Conservation
Capital Reserve Fund (LCCRF) to reimburse the Conservation Fund for 2019’s contribution
toward the Harris Center purchase of a 17 Acre parcel along the south side of the Eastview
Rail Trail. This purchase completes full protection of the Eastview Rail Trail between
Hancock Road and Jaquith Road ensuring the future of the trail for coming generations of
residents.

•

Continued a spring Amphibian Crossing Program (Salamander Brigade) to help amphibians
return to their wetlands and vernal pools of origin. Amphibians are active on the first warm
night (40 degrees or higher) of spring rain. They sit at the base of the forest and lake food
chain, eating insects and plants to create protein for fish, reptiles and mammals of the
woods. They breed in wetlands and vernal pools. Volunteers are welcome to join the
Salamander Brigade – contact Andrea Polizos for details.

•

Held an Earth Day Weekend Roadside Cleanup on April 25th, recruiting town members to
help pick up accumulated winter roadside trash. Annual cleanup efforts preserve our
beautiful environment and help build pride in keeping our town pristine.

•

Held a regional online Weed Watcher training program conducted by Amy Smagula, NH
DES Limnologist and manager of NH aquatic invasive plant species prevention programs.
Weed Watchers can identify early blooms of invasive species. Caught early, NH DES can
create effective plans for mitigation and eradication of small blooms. Unfortunately, once
established in lakes or ponds, invasive weeds can clog lakes and rob them of oxygen causing
loss of wildlife. If blooms become fully established, it can cost $100,000 or more annually to
remove weeds and maintain open water. Homes on infested lakes can lose up to 20% of
their market value.

•

Began work with the
Harrisville Trails
Committee to identify
valuable ecological
features along our public
trails. The Trails
Committee is working to
increase the number of
trails available to the
public and to create trailhead and parking signs.
The Conservation
Commission will develop
an inventory of interesting
and significant ecological
features along the trails to
be shared with residents.

45

2020 Department and Committee Reports

•

Reviewed and approved a half dozen Wetland / Shoreland applications, including several
Permit By Notification applications for smaller projects that the NH DES generally considers
approving without review. New 2020 Wetland rules allow homeowners to apply for
simplified 5-day processing on small projects like docks and beach sand replenishment if
the Conservation Commission sees no problems with the project and signs off on the PBN. If
the Con Com does not sign off due to local concerns, the project must go through a full
wetland permit application and careful review by DES.

•

Monitored local Cyanobacteria outbreaks on Russell Reservoir and in the Harrisville Pond
canal. With warming waters future outbreaks are likely to be more common in the region.

We appreciate Harrisville’s strong support of our work and applaud the efforts of so many of
our citizens to ensure that our local environment remains pristine and unspoiled. We welcome
new members Earl Horn and Diana Shonk to the commission, and thank Winston Sims for his
many years on the commission. The Con Com can have up to seven members, so there is one
more open seat available to interested residents.
Harry Wolhandler, Chair, with Don Scott, Vice-Chair, Les LaMois, Secretary and Liaison to
Historic Harrisville, Andrea Polizos, Earl Horn, Liaison to the Trails Committee, Diana Shonk,
and Kathy Scott, Select Board Representative

Electric Aggregation Committee
See page 93 for a recap of the year.

Emergency Management & Safety
As we are all aware, the events of March of 2020 brought about a drastic change of focus to the
roles of Emergency Management, Emergency Response and Safety, not just for Harrisville but
the whole world. Ice storms and floods, we are used to. They are generally local in scope and
limited in duration. It became quickly evident that this Covid-19 event was very broad in
impact and was going to be over an unknown, extended period of time.
From the start of the event, it was recognized that the management at the local level was going
to be similar in approach to other emergencies, but the day-to-day efforts very different. In
March, an Emergency Operations Organizational Chart was created of the key players.
Included were the Select Board, Health Officer, and Fire and Police Chiefs. Others on the Team
to be called upon as needed included the Building Inspector, Town Clerk, Road Agent, Welfare
Director, a Volunteer coordinator, Community Church Representative and Wells Memorial
Representative. Because of meeting restrictions on groups and other restrictions, only one
meeting of the core team was held; otherwise communications were either by phone, e-mail or
individual discussions. Awkward and not traditional, but this was not a traditional emergency.
This initial meeting centered on the local needs appropriate to this global event. We looked at
the areas that we had control over and could influence, and the areas where we had none. The
team prioritized protection of the First Responders, Fire and Police to ensure that we were able
to increase our inventories of supplies and personal protection equipment to face the unseen
foe. Secondly, we needed to sift through the ever-changing information for how to protect the
other Town employees and the public in their interactions with the Town employees and their
visits to town facilities. Thirdly was the importance of accurate communication to the
community. With so many information sources, many of questionable origin, we decided to
focus on such sources as the State of NH Covid website, the State of NH Emergency Operations
Center website, daily and weekly on-line meetings of the governor, the NHEOC and the CDC
website. Many hours were spent participating in these sessions and, where appropriate,
forwarding information to the appropriate target audiences.
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Initially supplies for the emergency responders for the hazards arising out of this type of
emergency were in short supply but, over time, the inventories for resources for use in all town
departments has been brought to a manageable level and distributed. It should be noted that in
2020 the bulk of expenses arising from this event were reimbursed by the Federal Government
and the State of NH.
An enormous thank you to those involved in managing this event. The Town should be proud.
At the top of the list: the First Responders, Emergency Medical Personnel, the ones with the
one-on-one contact in calls where the risk of exposure to the virus was either real or had the
potential; the members of the Fire Department who supported this effort; the Police
Department, often on the scene with the other Responders, as well as the invisible potential for
exposure in their day-to-day activities on the street; as mentioned above, the Emergency
Operations Team, those leading this response, as well as those on the reserve list as needed, and
others operating in the background to assist residents in need; and the Select Board and Health
Officer with whom we worked closely and for their amazing support.
And a special recognition to the businesses in town, the ones most affected, the retail outlets, the
Community Church, the food, lodging and event venues, and other businesses in town, and
other residents who had the added dilemma of keeping their businesses viable, as well as
working with all the restrictions placed upon them. Thank you! Have I missed some, for sure
with apologies to those omitted but remember the sign in the center of town, “It takes a village”.
REMEMBER PLEASE: This is the time to revisit our wearing of masks, social distancing, and
personal hygiene. The C-19 virus is real in the Town of Harrisville. At the date of this writing
we have 5 active cases and 18 over time.
Due to the nature of 2020 the Town Safety program took on a different approach. Meetings
were canceled, communication was on a one-on-one basis with the members of the Committee.
As concerns came up, they were addressed. Keep in mind that the Safety effort for 2020 was
focused on the pandemic and Covid 19. All efforts were for the protection of the responders,
personal protection equipment, protection of all town facilities and employees using them,
reducing the close contact between town employees and residents seeking their services and to
managing a number of projects in the town buildings to improve the work environment. This
will continue to be a focus into 2021. On a Home Safety note, remember to check under sinks, in
closets and in garages and cellars and if you find household chemicals or other substance no
longer used or usable, the best thing to do is collect them and dispose of in a safe and
appropriate manner.
Jeff Cady

Finance Coordinator
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act (CARES)
made federal and state grants
available for the reimbursement
of unanticipated and necessary
expenditures incurred in
response to the C-19 pandemic.
CARES reimbursed the Town
$4,188 for additional
expenditures incurred to carry
out the state primary and general
elections. The Governor’s Office
for Emergency Relief and
Recovery (GOFFER) reimbursed
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Harrisville $22,466 for unanticipated supplies and expenditures necessary to address the public
health emergency. Amy Roberts, Finance Coordinator

Fire Department
Thank you to all Fire and Rescue Department personnel. Here is our incident report for the
year. Harrisville Fire Chief Wayne DeRosia
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Health Officer
Covid-19 has dominated the Health Officer's and other town officials' time for most of the past
year, beginning in the middle of March. The Health Officer, Emergency Management Director,
the Select Board, and first responders in the Police and Fire Departments spent a considerable
about time dealing with the virus issues in our community.
We had 18 positive cases and no deaths. Information was shared by various state and local
agencies regarding Personal Protection Equipment, Governor's orders, and guidelines for
residents of New Hampshire. Town officials, including the health officer, put up signage
around the town to give guidance to town residents. The General Store volunteered early in the
pandemic to provide meals for pickup to residents who needed food. The town set up a
volunteer coordinator to help residents with food, prescriptions and anything else they needed.
The Center for Population Health at the Cheshire Medical Center was helpful to the town with
signage. Dealing with Covid is an ongoing challenge for the town, but we look forward to the
availability of vaccines in 2021 and getting the virus under control.
In 2020, The NH DES Subsurface Bureau approved 12 new or replacement septic systems.
Some good news. In 2020, New Hampshire reported through the Arbovirus Surveillance
Program no human cases of West Nile Virus or EEE virus, and only 4 cases of Jamestown
Canyon virus. Some not so good news. We don't have the 2020 report, but New Hampshire still
has, comparatively, a high rate of Lyme Disease. The most recent data from the CDC in 2018
reported 927 cases in New Hampshire. That rate was likely stable or higher during 2019-20.
Because of drought conditions likely affecting the ground water supply to the Town Spring, we
had some high readings for Coliform bacteria during July and August. As a result, the Spring
was temporarily posted asking residents to not use the water. There is a new kiosk (thanks to
Jeff Cady) at the Spring that offers new and improved space for postings. The most recent water
test is posted there, as well as other messages. Once again, it is posted that the town does not
guarantee the water quality, and residents are advised to use it at their own risk. During the
past year, we had a brief closing of Sunset Beach because of a high E.Coli bacteria. The cause
was attributed to birds, such as Canada Geese. An advisory was posted for Russell Reservoir
Beach due to a bloom of Cyanobacteria. This was attributed to drought conditions.
Starting in 2019, free water test
kits have been available to
residents at the Town Office.
There are instructions included
for various types of water tests.
After collection, the water
bottles can be submitted to a
local lab for analysis. There is a
charge for the analysis. All
residents with drilled wells are
encouraged to do a standard
test every 3 years, and a
bacteria test every year.
It been a tough year dealing
with Covid-19 issues, but I
think there is a light at the end
of the tunnel as we move into
2021. With the increasing
availability of vaccines, there
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should be a gradual return to normalcy. Everyone stay safe and well, and please continue to
follow the guidelines: wear a mask and try to maintain social distancing as much as possible.
Respectfully submitted, David Belknap, Health Officer
Highway Department
A year like no other began in an unusual way with two 70-degree days in January followed by
ice and rain and a little snow. Thankfully, we were able to have Town Meeting, the purchase of
the new grader and gravel pit were approved, they are vital components for upkeep of town
roads for many years to come. We completed roads projects on Brown Road, and Willard Hill
and Mason roads.
Mid-summer we found ourselves a man down. Jim was unable to return to work after a serious
illness. We Thank him for years of service and wish him all the best!
Crack sealing was done on Bonds Corner and Hancock roads with the anticipation for chip
sealing, unfortunately that did not happen, it will be completed this summer (2021). The
Prospect Street water garden was finished in September. The Towns of Nelson and Harrisville
continue to work well together. This year, we helped them with sand sealing, and they helped
us with the Brown Road and Mason Road projects by hauling gravel.
Heavy snow fell in December and winter started again followed by 3 inches of rain that caused
flooding and washouts.
Let us hope that 2021 will be better than last year. Thank you to all who help keep the town
running smoothly.
Wes Tar, Road Agent
Historic District Commission
This was another busy year for the Historic District Commission (HDC) with 8 applications
coming forward along with two sub-committees actively engaged on two different projects.
Sub Committee Group 1: Rules of Procedure; Anne Howe, Sherry Sims, Kathy Scott and Doug
Walker logged in many hours updating this body of legislation and secured final HDC
Approval.
Sub Committee Group 2: Regulations; Kathy Scott, Scott Oliver, Rex Baker and Doug Walker.
This group tackled the total revision of the HDC’s 1969 Rules and Regulations along with redesigning all application forms. This body of work is wrapping up with HDC board approval
targeted for February and with final approval by a formal HDC hearing set for May. The final
draft will be made available on the town’s website for public review prior to our May hearing
date.
Respectfully, Doug Walker, Chair

Library Trustees
The year 2020 was certainly the strangest year in Library-land that I know of! As usual, we
started off with great plans, had procured several Museum passes, planned for the Town
celebration with a float for the parade, and a special performance by Odds Bodkin. We planned
to continue with our Cookbook Group dinners, Coffee Hour, Movie Nights, Fiber Arts group
and special programs for children and adults, etc., etc.
When COVID-19 first became an issue we conferred with the Select Board and the Emergency
Planning Committee, to try to come up with plans. Following guidelines set out by the NH
Library Association (NHLA) and the NH Library Trustees Association (NHLTA), as well as

50

2020 Department and Committee Reports

consulting with other library directors throughout the state and region, we stopped allowing
patrons to come into the building on March 17th. We began what is now known as “curbside
service”, where patrons could request items which were then checked out to them and left
outside of the library in a “pick-up” bin.
On March 27th when the “Stay at Home” order was declared, we stopped providing curbside
service as recommended by the NHLA and the NHLTA. Once the order was lifted, and some
restrictions were relaxed, we were able to resume curbside service.
Many patrons (including several new ones) took advantage of our Downloadable
books/magazines option, which we subscribe to through the NH State Library. Our online
presence has become stronger, as more people are following our blog and Facebook pages, and
subscribe to the library’s email list. The Inter-Library Loan program via the NH State Library
was curtailed for a while, but resumed in August, much to the pleasure of our patrons!
During this time there were monthly and later weekly meetings (online) with library directors
from around the state, to discuss health and safety concerns with regard to potential
contamination of materials, methods of cleaning and disinfecting spaces, tools, library material,
etc. This library, like most in the state, instituted a quarantine/cleaning protocol for items being
returned to the building.
The Trustees and the library director worked to establish policies and procedures for dealing
with this pandemic and any future pandemics. We developed a phased re-opening plan to
begin to allow for patrons to re-enter the building in a safe manner. We started by allowing
people to come in by appointment for limited browsing and computer usage two days a week.
Curbside service continued five days a week for those who preferred to not come in the
building, or for those whose schedules would not permit them to come in. This continued until
the numbers of COVID cases in the state/area began to climb, and projections were for things to
get worse between Thanksgiving and New Year’s. At that time, our library and most others in
the region made the decision to return to curbside service only. Fortunately, at the time of this
writing, we are still able to provide patrons with most of what they want/need via curbside
service (including printing and photocopying), Downloadable books and Inter-Library Loan.
Coffee Hour/ Movie Night/Cookbook Group/Knitting and Fiber Arts Group. All met as
scheduled until March 17th when we had to shut down due to COVID-19
Mysterious Book Group. Started this year off with “in-person” meetings but was able to
continue by switching to Zoom meetings once the pandemic hit. They usually meet on the third
Thursday of each month. Ten to fourteen people usually participate.
Museum Passes. This year the library had museum passes available to patrons from the
following museums: VINS (Vermont Institute of Natural Science), The Currier Museum of Art,
Mariposa, and the See Science Center. Sadly, once the pandemic began, people were not able to
use most of these passes. The VINS pass, which has outdoor programs/exhibits DID get used
quite a bit once the “Stay at Home” order was lifted.
Other Programs. In May, we had a Zoom program with Susie Spikol from the Harris Center,
who did a presentation about opossums. 23 people attended.
Downloadable books and Ebsco databases. As members of the NH Downloadable books
program our patrons can download audio, e-books and periodicals to their personal devices.
One hundred twenty-three patrons are now set up to use this service, forty-seven people are
regular users. During 2020 they checked out 1,030 e-books and 985 audio books and 2
periodicals. We also subscribe to Ancestry.com (Library edition). Forty-six searches were made
through this database.
Trustees. Currently the Library Trustees are: Michael Price, Karen Coteleso, and Sharon Wilder
with Seth Farmer and Les LaMois as alternates. The Library Trustees meet the third Wednesday
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of each month at 4:00. Once it became inadvisable to meet indoors in person, meetings were
held either outdoors, or via Zoom.
2020 Children’s Librarian Report. The year of 2020 held so many changes. As a children’s
librarian I started the year off with story times, buying books, and planning programs. And
then the pandemic came and the building was closed, but not library services. I had to re-think
how to offer services to the community in a safe way. There were many virtual pathways to
discover. I met with librarians online to see how they were handling the situation, especially in
small New Hampshire rural libraries. I also took several storytelling classes virtually and then
set out to offer stories to the Harrisville community. FaceTime live was the best platform to use.
Every week I record a story and a reminder of how to access books at the library. There have
been over 30 stories that have been viewed over 2500 times. The most popular being the
“monkey and the crocodile” with over 338 views. These have also been posted on the blog spot
for the library. In the physical library, the children’s and teen library book collection are being
added to on a regular schedule. We have many new books to take out. So come and see us
virtually or borrow some books, DVDs or CDs from your community library.
Acquisitions and Withdrawals
Total of new Adult materials, 288
Withdrawn (Adult) Fiction-60, Nonfiction-92, DVDs-29, Audio books-7 (total 188)
Total of new Juvenile materials, 130
Withdrawn (Children) Juv. Fiction-17, Juv. Nonfiction-24, Easy-36, DVD-10 (total 87)
Usage Statistics
Days Open (When patrons could come in either by appointment, or pre-pandemic) 90
Adult patrons
997
Juvenile patrons
178
Adult Reference Questions 1,143
Juvenile Reference Questions
89
Adult Fiction checked out
917
Juvenile fiction checked out
215
Adult Nonfiction
327
Juvenile nonfiction checked out
139
Easy books (picture books)
510
Adult videos checked out
733
Juv. videos checked out
156
Adult audio books ckd. out 61
Juv. audio books ckd. out
12
Museum passes
9
Games
1
Puzzles
2
Downloadable e-books checked out
1,030
Downloadable audios checked out
985
Downloadable periodicals checked out
2
And Ancestry/HQ searches
12
Ebsco database searches
0
Computer users
151
In-house usage (inc. Comp.)
423
Periodicals checked out
206
Interlibrary Loans (lent)
294
Interlibrary Loans (borrowed)
413
A detailed rundown of how we have allocated the budget is available at the library or by
contacting the librarian or one of the trustees.
Susan N. Weaver, Director, and Kristine O. Finnegan, Children’s Librarian

Planning Board
During 2020, the Planning Board (PB) continued to meet on our regularly scheduled nights,
having only one meeting cancelled (April 8) as a result of COVID-19. Since this time, all
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meetings have been held via Zoom with nearly full participation supported by minimal
representation at the town office to assist with social distancing recommendations.
In prior years, board members have typically attended a variety of lectures, workshops, and/or
conferences; however, the current environment has significantly affected educational
opportunities and participation. We now are seeing on-line options slowly becoming available
and will encourage our colleagues to engage in these opportunities and will support one
another by sharing knowledge through board-training sessions.
Throughout this year, the Board consulted with several property owners about potential land
actions. Along with the PB's continued efforts to improve and expand on the Zoning
Ordinances through the Ordinance Review Committee (ORC), the PB also acted on an
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Conditional Use Permit.
The Ordinance Review Committee (ORC) continued its work on priorities established with the
Planning Board and the Select Board. The ORC consists of volunteer members from the PB, SB,
Conservation Commission and the Zoning Board, and was supported by a professional
consultant. The Conservation Commission collaborated with the ORC to research and provide
vetted resources for decision-making. The PB would like to recognize that the ordinance
proposals would not be possible without the work and commitment of these residents. Thank
you. Additionally, with collaboration between departments and public feedback, the ORC
provided the Select Board with a Noise Bylaw for review/edit/use per the SB process. The
Committee's efforts led to six (6) proposed ordinance revisions at the 2021 March ballot voting.
(Refer to page 79 for a copy of the ballot and a complete version of the amendments.)
The Transportation Committee has "covered a lot of ground" this year and hats off to this small
committee! From researching the possibilities, challenges, and costs of installing a crosswalk
from the General Store across Main Street, to securing a grant to fund traffic calming measures
at the Hancock Road - Route 137 intersection and on Main Street in the village center, the group
collaborated with many different stakeholders and entities. We are grateful for the
Transportation Committee’s dedication and forward-thinking persistence.
In 2014, a newly formatted Master Plan was approved for the Town. A number of dedicated
residents worked to identify town priorities, a vision and goals that impact land use and landuse policy. The aforementioned Transportation Committee was created as a result of the 2014
Master Plan, as was the Broadband Committee. The latter committee was responsible for the
effort that led to the Town’s agreement with Consolidated, and to financing through a townbacked bond, to bring the much anticipated high speed internet service.
One of the functions of a Planning Board is to "prepare and from time to time amend the master
plan to guide the development of the municipality". Thus, in 2019, we began a process to
assess/edit/amend the Master Plan, and soon realized there were varying opinions on which
priorities would be the best starting point! So, we went to the public (pre-COVID), asking about
25 residents to give us informal initial thoughts. What we learned is, though the Master Plan
does reflect the general interests of the Town, it should be a better known and more userfriendly document to assist the various Boards and the community at large with problemsolving and thinking things through. This will be a big project which may require the formation
of a focus group and/or committee in spring 2021.
Respectfully submitted, Ryan Stone and Lisa Anderson, Co-Chairs

Police Department
The year 2020 was another busy year for the police department with a total of 683 calls. Calls
break down as follows:
•

53

321 miscellaneous calls (a call that requires a log entry only) – Example: a power-line down,
assist fire department with traffic, loose dog, assist another department, etc. – no arrest;
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•

338 calls for service (a call that needs a state incident report) – Example: assault, criminal
mischief, domestic violence or a call where is an arrest or could result in one;

•

7 motor vehicle accidents – includes all accidents, with or without personal injury;

•

17 burglar/fire/medical alarms – cause found or no cause found.

Calls for service were down in 2020, some of that due to the Covid-19 pandemic and some due
to follow-up calls not being logged for the original call. Police departments across the country
and New Hampshire saw calls drop with the pandemic and we were no exception.
The new speed zone signs have been installed by the Wells Memorial School and will be
monitored when school gets back to in-house classes.
The department was involved in numerous hours of training in 2020, some at a local level and
some at state and county level. The department must meet mandatory training every year and
every other year there is additional training. This year, the department spent most of the time
cross-training with departments that we work closely with daily – police, fire and medical.
I continue to ask that when you see something that you may think is nothing but is out of the
ordinary to call the station (827-2903) or the dispatch center (355-2000). Things that we never
thought would be a problem a few years ago seem to have made it to this area.
I would like to thank Vira Elder, Zach Byam, and Dana Hennessy for assisting me in the police
department. I would also like to thank the other town departments and the Select Board for
their continued support. As many of you know, I will be stepping down as I look forward to
retirement. I have worked almost twenty-five years between part-time and full-time service in
the police department. I have also been a volunteer for forty-five years in the Harrisville Fire
and Rescue. I would like to say that whoever replaces me will be fortunate to work in one of the
best towns in the county.
Respectfully submitted, Chief Russell J. Driscoll

Recycling Center
Thank you for another year of your support at the Recycling Center.
We appreciate your help keeping up with the changes in the recycling market, including
increased costs to haul garbage, cardboard and mixed paper, and plastics #1 and #2.
Not all residents are aware that proper sorting of items and thorough cleaning of plastic items
before disposing them in the recycling bin is of paramount importance. One wrongfully
disposed of, or inadequately cleaned, item can render a whole container unusable and headed
for the landfill. If you have any questions about where or how to dispose of an item, please do
not hesitate to ask. Your cooperation helps the whole facility and the town. We have attempted
to post adequate signage explaining the sorting and disposing process, but please let us know if
anything seems unclear.
One final request: please arrive at least 15 minutes prior to gate-closing to allow adequate time
for end-of-day responsibilities.
Recyclables (tons)
Co-mingle
Mixed Fiber (paper)
Metal
Household waste
Compactor
Demolition
Total tonnage
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2020
17.62
192.34
13.29

2019
17.27
69.38
16.32

173.72
40.52
437.49

162.51
36.14
301.62
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Revenues
Tipping fees
Recycle permits
Returnables
Total revenue

$9,390.41
$3,360.00
--$12,750.41

$7,865
1,545
600
$9,410

Thank you to all who use and support the facility, Randy Tarr, Jr.

Tax Collector
Like most people, companies and organizations all over the world, we did our best to adapt to
the pandemic with new procedures to keep us all safer. There were no in-person workshops or
conferences to go to in 2020, but we continue to network with other Tax Collectors to keep each
other up to date on the laws pertaining to tax collecting. Please continue to feel free to call or
email us any time with questions or concerns relative to property taxes, including timber yield,
current use, land change and excavation taxes.
We hope you have enjoyed the convenience of using the New Hampshire Tax Kiosk for making
payments on property taxes. You can also use it any time to see your property's assessed value,
your balance, or to see the information from your latest bills. Please check it out if you have not
done so yet. If you need to make a payment of less than $10.00, please send or deliver a check
or cash instead of using the kiosk.
The total property tax rate for 2020 was $17.68 per thousand dollars of assessed value. This was
a small increase from 2019's tax rate of 17.40. The amount of liens executed this year was a
decrease from the previous year, and these amounts have decreased each year since 2017. The
Tax Collector's financial report is included in this Town Report.
Year:
2020
Liens executed: $45,787.95

2019
$47,385.62

2018
2017
$60,452.36 $74,457.38

I want to thank all the residents of the Town of Harrisville for your patience during the
challenging year of 2020, and for making me feel welcome in the Town of Harrisville. I wish
you all health and happiness in the new year!
Jeannine Dunne

Town Clerk
To say the year 2020 was a challenge would be an understatement – 4 elections in a year is
always a challenge for our office, add a pandemic and all the processes enacted to enable us to
do our jobs while protecting our community, and you have a year for the history books! Amy
and I would like to begin by thanking all of you for your cooperation, your understanding and
your willingness to protect each other within our community.
Our Office was closed to the public from mid-March until July, due to the COVID emergency
with all business done with the Clerk’s Office done through the mail. These were challenging
months. Processing Town Clerk business through the mail doubled our workload but knowing
we were safeguarding our community lightened the load. The residents of Harrisville proved to
be supportive and resilient as we charted new territory. We still managed process more than
16,000 vehicle registrations and titles as well as boat registrations.
In addition to registering cars and boats, we are also the keepers of all Town records including,
but not limited to, Town Board & Committee minutes, Appointments, and Oaths of Office. We
record Wetland and Shoreland Permits, Residency Applications and keep public records
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accessible to our residents. Thank you to all of the town boards and committees that promptly
provide us with minute of their meetings, we appreciate your commitment and punctuality.
We are responsible for keeping a chronological record of births, marriages and deaths reported
and the issuance of certified copies of such records as well as the issuance of marriage licenses.
In 2020 the Clerk’s Office issued 8 marriage licenses and a number of certified copies of birth,
marriage and death certificates. The office also recorded 2 Marriages, 1 Birth and 3 Deaths of
town residents.
The State tasks the Town Clerk’s office with the licensing of dogs; in 2020 the town registered
277 dogs. Last March the Clerk’s Office offered a Rabies clinic as a convenience to our residents.
We welcomed many new residents to Town, the pandemic causing many folks to seek a quieter,
more remote lifestyle – 60 new residents were registered at our Office in 2020.
Through all of these activities and UCC revenue, the Town Clerk’s Office generated revenue for
the Town of Harrisville of $ 227,427.86. This includes a reimbursement of $4,187.22 from the
CARES Act for expenses incurred during the COVID emergency for election expenses,
essentially leaving the revenue generated by the Clerk’s Office flat from the year before.
We, along with our Town’s Moderator and the Select Board, are responsible for all elections.
This past year we coordinated four elections –
Election
Names on Checklist# of Voters#Voted in Person#Voted Absentee
Turnout
2/11Presidential Primary 839
537
478
59
3/10 Town Elections
852
242
234
8
9/8 State Primary
868
429
233
196
11/3 State Election
898
766
456
310

Voter
64%
28%
49%
85%

We were fortunate that the Presidential Primary, the Town Elections and the Town Meeting
were completed before the State locked down due to the Covid-19 emergency. The State of New
Hampshire provided PPE equipment to insure safe elections for the State Primary in September
and the November election. The November election was moved to the Wells Memorial School
where we had more room and better air exchange to help provide a safe and healthy
environment to vote. I must thank our ever- present, reliable Ballot Clerks for their time and
energy helping to insure that the voting during elections ran as smoothly and safely as possible.
I would also like to acknowledge the risk these folks took to provide us all with the right to
vote. Thank you as well to Deputy Clerk Amy Roberts and Assistant Clerk Neil Sandford for
assisting in the processing of all of the requests for absentee. We processed an unprecedented
626 absentee ballot requests in the year 2020.
One project we have begun here in the Clerk’s office, with the support of the Select Board is the
preservation of historic town documents. We are hoping to make sure that these documents are
safe from fire and stored in acid free sheaths, files and boxes so they might last another 150
years!
We would like to remind you that we offer Notary services at no charge as a courtesy to the
residents of Harrisville. It is a small way that the Town Clerk’s Office can say thank you to the
residents of Harrisville for the courtesy and support you have shown our office throughout the.
We still have limited hours and COVID restrictions here at the Clerk’s Office. We are not able to
be open nights or weekends for DMV business as Concord has not resumed these hours for
support, as soon as they do, we will return to business as usual!
Again, thank you for your support and understanding, we look forward to serving you in 2021,
Cathy Lovas, Town Clerk
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Town Clerk’s Report of Vital Statistics
01/01/2020 – 12/31/2020
Births
Child’s Name
Brown, Brinley Ella

Birth Date
06/15/2020

Deaths
Deceased’s Name
Powdermaker, Marina
Vanaria, Arthur
Whitaker, Kenneth

Death Date
06/28/2020
07/01/2020
11/08/2020

Birth Place
Keene, NH

Father’s Name
Brown, Zachery

Mother’s Name
Brown, Kristi

Death Place
Father’s Name
Mother’s Name
Harrisville, NH Powdermaker, Frank Mackay, Dorothy
Harrisville, NH
Vanaria, Basile
Papa, Rose
Swanzey, NH
Whitaker, Wilbur
Russell, Maude

Treasurer’s Report for Town of Harrisville 2020
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Trustees of the Trust Fund
A summary report of town trust funds appears below. The date funds were established, the
name and purpose of the funds, balances, additions, earned income and withdrawals, including
end of year balances are reported.

2020 Harrisville Trust Funds
Trust Fund

Year of
Inception

[ CR = Capital Reserve]

Acc. #

01/01/20
Opening Balance

Deposits

Withdrawals

Interest

12/31/2020
Closing Balance

FIRE EQUIPMENT (CR)

1961

#0002

$255,910.80

$20,000.00

$0.00

$1,610.33

ROAD EQUIPMENT (CR)

1963

#0003

$404,055.49

$20,000.00

$349,075.00

$1,874.32

$76,854.81

SCHOOL DISTRICT (CR)
BEACH EQUIPMENT (CR)

1986
1957

#0006
#0007

$170,017.26
$2,857.00

$5,000.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00

$1,066.22
$17.90

$176,083.48
$2,874.90

POLICE EQUIPMENT (CR)

1980

#0009

$31,228.71

$5,000.00

$0.00

$197.32

$36,426.03

SILVER LAKE GRANGE

1963

#0010
#0011

$385.72

$0.00

$0.00

$2.42

$388.14

$3,143.62
$56,214.07

$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00

$19.70
$352.34

$3,163.32
$56,566.41

$99,676.80

$10,000.00

$0.00

$627.93

$110,304.73

$98,088.33
$28,544.73

$0.00
$10,000.00

$95,000.00
$0.00

$442.20
$182.08

$3,530.53
$38,726.81

SCHOOL & CHURCH
CEMETERY TRUST

1990
Various

BRIDGE (CR)

1996

Land Acquisition (CR)
DAM (CR)

1996
1997

RECYCLING EQUIPMENT (CR)

1999

SCHOOL OUT OF DISTRICT TUITION
TOWN BUILDINGS (CR)
CEMETERY MAINTENANCE

2002
2003
2008

LAND CONSERVATION (CR)
ROADS (CR)

2008
2009

Re-evaluation (CR)

2012

Employee Benefits Capital Reserve

2017

Gravel Pit Manage. Reclam. CCR

2020

TOTAL

#0012
#0015
#0016
#0017
#0018
#0019

$277,521.13

$32.62

$0.00

$0.00

$0.20

$32.82

$237,345.30
$159,055.06

$25,000.00
$10,000.00

$0.00
$0.00

$1,490.65
$1,000.08

$263,835.95
$170,055.14

#0023

$4,201.00

$375.00

$0.00

$26.67

$4,602.67

#0024
#0025

$0.00
$30,000.00

$5,000.00
$65,000.00

$125.04
$449.30

$15,327.53
$38,123.23

#0026

$20,202.49
$72,673.93
$10,142.92

$0.00

$0.00

$63.59

$10,206.51

#0028
#0029

$886.06
$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$5.56

$891.62

$5,000.00

$0.00

$0.12

$5,000.12

$1,654,661.91

$140,375.00

$514,075.00

$9,553.97

$1,290,515.88

#0020

Zoning Board of Adjustment
First, I want to express my gratitude and appreciation for the members of the Zoning Board of
Adjustment, who provided invaluable service and judgment on the matters coming before the
Board this past year under difficult circumstances.
They are: Hal Grant; Jeff Trudelle; Rex Baker; Patrick Gagne; Jay Jacobs, Select Board
Representative; Andrew Maneval, Alternate; Pegg Monahan, Alternate; and Mary Ann Noyer,
Alternate. In particular, I would like to commend Hal Grant, who has adeptly chaired and
directed the ZBA for many years. At the September 16, 2020 meeting, an election of officers for
the board was held, the results of which are: Charles Sorenson, previous Vice Chair serving as
Chair, and Hal Grant serving as Vice Chair for the coming year.
Here is a summary of the matters which came before the board this year. Detailed minutes are
available at the Town Office and on the town website.
January 22, 2020
Skyfield Trust, 19 Morse Road (Map 30 – Lot 3) applied for a Special Exception under Articles
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4.1.6 and 5.2.2 to replace an existing 1.75-story, converted barn of approximately 3,251 square
feet with a new 1.75-story dwelling of approximately 3,570 square feet, on approximately the
same footprint. Considering the special exception criteria under Articles 5.2.2 and 20 of the
Zoning regulations, the Board unanimously voted to approve a Special Exception.
May 20, 2020
Tom and Sue Weller, 124 Main Street (Map 30 – Lot 69-2), reapplied for a Special Exception
under Article 5.3.3 of the Zoning Ordinances. Twelve years ago, the Wellers applied for and
received a Special Exception for this project. The applicants proposed to remove a temporary
garage and construct a new, 3-car garage with an attached woodshed. The property is a nonconforming lot located in the village residential district. After a lengthy discussion of the plans
and regulations, the Board unanimously granted the Special Exception under Article 20.
September 16, 2020 (Zoom and in-person meeting)
Mark and Karen Bemis, 129 Eastside Road (Map 71 – Lot 1), requested a Special Exception
under Article 5.3.3 of the Zoning Ordinances to expand their existing home in a direction away
from the lake. After a lengthy discussion of the substantial information presented by the
applicants and the relevant zoning regulations, including Article 20 special exception criteria,
the Board unanimously approved the application.
Preliminary consultation, 60 Westside Road (Map 73 – Lot 16). Property owners sought zoning
guidance from the ZBA for a newly purchased parcel. The applicants presented a conceptual
plan that involved removing the existing dwelling and replacing it on the same footprint with a
year-round, two-bedroom home. ZBA members explained that the required approvals would
depend upon the exact proposal and whether or not the application involved a new footprint or
any other additional elements, such as an expansion in volume or an accessory structure. The
property owners were advised that aspects of the proposal would require consultation and
approval from the Select Board. The property owners indicated they would return to the ZBA
with a complete application when possible.
October 21, 2020 (Zoom and in-person meeting)
Eduardo Moura and Sharman Howe, 60 Westside Road (Map 73 – Lot 16), requested a Special
Exception under Articles 5.3.3 and 5.4.1 of the town zoning ordinances pertaining to nonconforming lots and structures. The applicants proposed to reduce the existing 24’ x 32’
footprint slightly, but remain within the footprint, and that, for the proposed increase in
volume, the height of the new structure would remain less than 35 feet. They also presented
substantial information as to the overall improvements to the property, including drainage and
surface impact aspects of the project. After a lengthy applicant presentation and substantial
Board discussion, the Board applied the special exception criteria under Article 20. The ZBA
voted unanimously in favor to grant the Special Exception, noting that the approval pertained
only to the increase in volume and height.
Respectfully submitted, Charles Sorenson, Chair, Harrisville Zoning Board of Adjustment

2020 Community Reports
Historic Harrisville, Inc.
As is probably true for all organizations and businesses, 2020 did not go as planned for Historic
Harrisville, Inc. The COVID-19 pandemic caused a significant change in the way we operate
and interact with each other and the community. We were not able to have our annual meeting
in April, or our fall meeting of Incorporators in October. We missed seeing those of you who
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usually attend! We are hoping that we will be able to convene again in 2021 and invite anyone
who is interested to join us.
In November, we launched our updated website historicharrisville.org that makes information
about Historic Harrisville, Harrisville’s architecture and history, and our talented tenants easily
accessible. The website includes a video that summarizes our activities in 2020 at
https://www.historicharrisville.org/news/fall-2020.
Despite the pandemic, Historic Harrisville’s building team was able to continue work on several
maintenance and preservation projects. In addition to regular ongoing maintenance, 2020
projects included:
Weatherization: build and install interior storm windows for the large steel windows in Mill 6
Preservation: replace 4 lights on the store porch and replace and paint the porch ceiling
Preservation: structural repair, new roof and painting at the white shed on Church Street
Rehabilitation: create two new additional tenant spaces in the Granite Mill basement
Rehabilitation: remove vinyl siding, structural repair, siding repair/replacement, priming,
foundation work, drainage improvements at St. Denis church as a first phase in a larger
rehabilitation project
Conservation: purchase of 5 acres on Chesham Road for conservation
The Harrisville General Store is always an important part of Historic Harrisville’s activities.
This year the store’s staff worked especially hard to adapt to our changing circumstances. The
café was closed in the spring and efforts were focused on providing groceries and supplies for
porch pickup and delivery. We obtained a liquor license for on-premises beer and wine
consumption and launched Friday Nights at The Store this summer. This winter the store is
offering take-out dinners on Friday nights to provide variety in the lives of our customers who
are staying close to home and to generate much-needed revenue.
We feel especially fortunate this year to have such a strong base of local support. We hope you
all stay well. We look forward to reconnecting in the coming year.
Historic Harrisville Board of Trustees (April 2020-April 2021)
Michelle Aldredge, Vice Chairman
Peter Allen
Lisa Anderson
Laurie Appel
Kathleen Bollerud
Cathy Buffum
Ann Colony
John J. Colony, III
Nick Colony
Katrina Farmer
Doug Gline
Nancy Hayden
Jay Jacobs

Colin Kennard
Bryanne Kingsbury, Chairman
John Knight
Les LaMois
Drew Landry, Treasurer
Dan Langille
Shane Long
Andrew Maneval
Deirdre Oliver, Secretary
Pam Thayer
Doug Walker
Alison Weber

Streetlight Committee
The Streetlight Committee has continued to preserve and maintain the Boston Wheeler brand
radial wave street light fixtures (vintage heads) in partnership with Eversource. We are
monitoring the streetlights and communicating with Eversource regarding outages. As of
January 10, 2021, 52 streetlights in Harrisville are functioning and 3 lights are out. We will
follow up with Eversource about this.
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Eversource has agreed to maintain the vintage system under the Town’s current utility plan,
replacing broken fixtures with refurbished ones on the condition that the Town supplies the
parts that Eversource no longer keeps in inventory. The vintage heads are cast aluminum with
ceramic enameled tin shades, made in the USA in the 1950s. The simple design is easy and
inexpensive to maintain, and can be adapted to LED bulbs. Refurbished, they should last
another 50-70 years.
Under the existing utility plan, there is no additional charge to Harrisville for maintenance.
Thus, broken lights are replaced with refurbished heads with no additional cost for installation.
In 2020, 3 heads were replaced with the vintage model and 14 light bulbs have been replaced.
This equipment came from existing town supplies and the work was done at no additional cost
to the town, other than the cost of the light bulbs. We purchased 7 vintage heads in 2020 in
order to incrementally build up our inventory. We currently have an inventory of 8 heads in
the town garage. Over time, 32 heads will be needed to replace the entire inventory of town
streetlights.
At this point, lights are fitted with 100-watt,1000-lumen incandescent bulbs that are rated for
outdoor use with a service span of roughly 5 years. We have identified a Westinghouse WetRated LED 11 watt (comparable to 100 watt incandescent) bulb that we would like to test for
durability. We have approached the Public Utilities Commission about converting to LED
bulbs but the Covid-19 pandemic made it impossible to meet face to face. Our goal is to bring
Eversource and the PUC together to solicit approval for the LED bulbs.
In conjunction with donations to Historic Harrisville for the Streetlight project and through the
sale of T-shirts donated by Mountain, the committee has raised $4600 for this project. We plan
to use these funds towards obtaining more refurbished heads and shades.
Looking forward, the Streetlight Committee recommends the following next steps:
• The Town continue to refurbish our inventory of streetlights incrementally and budget $1,500
to refurbish lights and purchase radial wave shades in 2021; this will gain an additional 6 new
heads with shades
• The Streetlight Committee purchase an additional $4600 of inventory which will add 18 heads
with shades. This will mean that we have acquired 47 of the 55 vintage heads and shades
needed to replace the entire inventory.
• The Streetlight Committee continue to work with Eversource to replace non-functioning
streetlights with refurbished heads and radial wave shades as they fail. We need support
from the Select board to reinforce with Eversource the agreement to replace the heads when
replacing the bulbs.
• Determine the cost to hire an electrician to replace the non-conforming lights with vintage
radial wave lights. Replace the Beach light and move the box to the new pole.
• Continue to evaluate and monitor new LED products and prepare for an LED-bulb
conversion when the technology reaches a quality of light similar to the current, incandescent
bulbs. This year we will test the durability and electric usage of the Westinghouse A21 11
watt LED bulb.
• Set up a joint meeting to collaborate with the Public Utilities Commission and Eversource to
obtain approval for using LED technology in our refurbished heads.
• Once the entire system has been converted, support the SB to negotiate a new lower rate plan
With thanks to the Select Board and Town representatives for their support,
The Street Light Committee: Don Scott, Kathy Scott, Seth Farmer, Barbara Watkins, Erin
Hammerstedt, Chick Colony, Ryan Stone, Kathy Bollerud
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Trails Committee

The year of 2020 was busy for the Harrisville Trails group of volunteers. Despite the challenges
of the Covid-19 pandemic, Zoom meetings and outdoor venues allowed Harrisville Trails to
complete a number of important projects.
The restoration of the town rail trail was started in the fall. A crew of volunteers cleared small
trees and brush to allow for the grading of the trail to improve drainage. This work will be
completed in 2021
The Mosquito Bush Bridge, built in 2019, required the gravel ramps to be completed to allow for
safe pedestrian crossing. This work was completed in the fall, allowing access to the Bancroft
and Cobb Hill trails.
The third project was the most urgent and required all hands on deck, literally. The Chesham
Depot Bridge, built in 2009, was showing signs of rot. The deck and guard rails needed to be
replaced. The work was planned for a weekend in October and in two days the construction
crew removed the old decking and built the new bridge.
The final outdoor project to be completed before winter was trail restoration and bridge work
on the Aldworth Manor Trail. The trail had been badly rutted and washed out and a small
bridge need to be constructed. After the old log bridge was removed the trail volunteers
planned an onsite visit to decide what type of replacement bridge should be built. When they
arrived at the site, they discovered that a creative and generous citizen had built a simple
stepping-stone bridge that was perfect for pedestrian use. The trail restoration will be
completed in the spring.
Over the years, there has been interest expressed in the creation of maps of pedestrian trails
available to the community. This year a subcommittee of Harrisville Trails took on this project.
Landowner contacts were conducted, a grant was applied for and successfully awarded and
production of trail
signs was started. The
plan is to have the
maps available in the
spring of 2021. Stay
tuned.
The volunteers of
Harrisville Trails
thank the landowners
and the citizens of
Harrisville for their
generous stewardship
and support of the
private and public
trails. Special thanks
to Jay Jacobs and Mike
Davidson for donating
grading and backhoe
work.
Harrisville Trails volunteers:
Barbara Watkins, Alison Weber, Don Scott, Colin Kennard, Scott Oliver, Tom Weller, David
Webb, Rich Taylor, Winston Sims, Don and Dona Page, Earl Horn, Lida Stinchfield, Erin
Langille, Suzanne Brouillette, Ted Braun, Becca DeFusco, Nick Colony, Shane Long, Bryan
Kingsbury, Diana Shonk, Russ Cobb and Reed Hedges.
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Harrisville School District Report
Officers and Agents of the Harrisville School District
Moderator

Philip Miner

Treasurer

Kathryn Miner

Clerk

Bonnie Willette

School Board

Erik Anderson, Chair (2021)
Claire Gargan (2022)
Melody Moschan (2023)

NH SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT 29 ADMINISTRATION
Superintendent of Schools
Assistant Superintendent
Assistant Superintendent
Chief Financial Officer
Business Manager
Director of Human Resources
Director of Student Services
Manager of Technology

Robert H. Malay
Brian Campbell
Dorothy Frazier
Timothy Ruehr
Scott Lazzaro
Nancy Deutsch
Dr. Richard Matte
Robert Milliken

Compliance Statement
The Harrisville School District does not discriminate in its educational programs, activities or
employment practices on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, disability, or age, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated
youth groups.
The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination
policies: Nancy Deutsch, Title IX Coordinator for School Administrative Unit 29, and Director of
Human Resources, 193 Maple Avenue, Keene, New Hampshire 03431, telephone number (603)
357-9002 ext. 213.
Complaints regarding compliance with Rehabilitation Act of 1973 - Section 504 should be
submitted in writing to Dr. Rick Matte, Director of Student Services, 193 Maple Avenue, Keene,
New Hampshire 03431, telephone number (603) 357- 9001 ext. 230.
Robert H. Malay, Superintendent of Schools
Source: Notice of Non-Discrimination, U.S. Department of Education, Office of Civil Rights (August
2010); Title IX Resource Guide, U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights, at 6-7 (April
2015).
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Vision
The Harrisville-Wells Memorial School believes in diversity and well-being. We seek to empower
students to independently solve problems, collaborate and communicate respectfully, take academic
risks, and to develop a positive growth mindset.
Mission
Knowledge and responsibility for today and tomorrow...
General Overview
This year, HWMS is focusing on outdoor learning, striving to increase instructional time in our fields,
forests, and local habitats. Mrs. Swope regularly hosts morning meetings, Science, English Language
Arts, and Mathematics classes outside. She is striving for 'play-based learning' through collaboration
with other teachers around the district. Our remote students, taught by Mr. Thomas, are working on
‘hands-on’ writing. Students use LEGOS, toys, dolls, and family pets to create exciting character
dialogue, thrilling plot lines, and descriptive setting descriptions. Mrs. Washburn’s class focuses on
community connections and plans to take walking field trips throughout Harrisville in the spring.
Students are excited to learn about local geology, evident in the mill buildings, historical gravestones,
and local architecture. Mrs. Dery's students participated in a letter exchange with students in Havre,
Montana. The activity reinforced their investigation of cultural perspectives and outdoor adventures
highlighted in the book, Extra Credit (Andrew Clements, 2009). All HWMS staff members look forward to
transforming the outdoor instructional areas to enhance our ‘hands-on’ learning experiences.
All academic instruction is aligned with the Common Core State Standards, and student progress is
reported on a standards-based report card. HWMS students and staff continue to embrace our norms
centered around social-emotional development, bullying prevention, child protection, kindness,
courage, perseverance, and empathy. HWMS continues to implement the Affordable Choice Program,
which offers reasonable tuition to non-Harrisville resident students.
Enrollment
Here’s a look at the percentage breakdown by grade using the October 1, 2020 enrollment:
Finally, a look at the October 1st enrollment trend from 2011-2020:
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Source: Power School Student Management System

Staff
Braatz, Amanda: Student Services/Special
Education Teacher
Bradley, Vincent: Paraprofessional
Dery, Claudia: Classroom Teacher
Dube, Zachary: School Counselor
Fedorowicz, Melanie: Art Teacher
Gottheimer, Elizabeth: Library/Media Specialist
Jarvis, Justin: Physical Education Teacher
King, Cassandra: Flying Falcons Director
Langley, Alanna: Spanish Teacher
Lewis, Jill: Occupational Therapist

Putnam, Linda: Administrative Assistant
Renauld, Caroline: Speech/Language Pathologist
Robbins, Kevin: Facilities Manager
Schofield, James: School Psychologist
Shanks, Kate: Principal/Instructional Coach
Silk, Laura: Food Services
Strube, Sara: Paraprofessional
Swope, Roshan: Classroom Teacher
Thomas, John: Classroom Teacher
Tilton, Carolyn: School Nurse
Washburn, Kate: Classroom Teacher

Facility / Maintenance
Recent facilities projects have enhanced the safety, integrity, and appearance of the school grounds.
• Each section of the roof soffit was replaced with manufactured materials to maintain its structure
and appearance.
• Annual service and a load run inspection were completed on the school emergency generator.
• The ERV (ventilation) systems have been serviced, ensuring proper airflow in classrooms.
• The parking lot was sealed and painted.
• Exterior doors were replaced with new aluminum units.
• A new elastostatic sprayer was purchased for disinfecting all areas against colds, flu, and viruses.
• Plexiglass curtains in the Kitchen were purchased and installed for the safety of students and staff.
Community Support
PTO: Many of the HWMS Parent Teacher Organization’s annual fundraisers were canceled or postponed
due to the pandemic. The group intends to continue to support HWMS by providing materials or
resources to make outdoor class spaces more conducive to environmental education. The PTO is hoping
to sponsor a Reading Incentive Challenge again this year.
Harris Center, Hancock, N.H.: The students at Harrisville-Wells Memorial School have been involved in a
partnership with the Harris Center for Environmental Conservation and Education.
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•

•
•
•

This fall, HWMS teachers embraced outdoor learning. Each staff member, be it a blend of in- person,
remote learning, or virtual classroom, worked with the Harris Center to provide place- based science
lessons for all students.
In September, Mrs. Swope's class studied earthworms and set up 'wormariums' to observe and
complete scientific drawings.
Mrs. Dery's class investigated pollination by dissecting flowers to discover their parts and observed
various pinned native bee specimens. Students explored local habitats on school property.
Mrs. Washburn and Mr. Thomas' students dove into a study of squirrels. They observed squirrels
near their school and home and set up feeding experiments to learn what the animals prefer to eat.

New Hampshire Dance Institute Residency Program: HWMS hopes to host NHDI again. This program
builds confidence through dancing and commences with a school-wide performance.
Volunteers: Harrisville-Wells Memorial School greatly appreciates the ongoing support from our
dedicated volunteers. The staff would also like to thank the Harrisville Community for your support of
our ‘HWMS Falcon Family’.
Community Service/Partnerships:
• Graduate Intern, 2020-2021: Keene State College
• Student Teacher, 2020: Keene State College
AIMS WEB TESTING
** Results for all students who were at the school at the end of the assessment administration**

Source: AIMS Web

Below is a look at how Harrisville students at Keene High School performed in comparison to all
students at Keene High School that took that SAT.
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Special Recognitions
The HWMS staff would like to thank Mrs. Catherine Shanahan for her dedication and devotion to our
school and community. Mrs. Shanahan's legacy will continue to prevail for decades, both throughout our
community and in the hearts of our students.
The HWMS staff would like to thank the Parent Teacher Organization and the local families who assisted
with purchasing outdoor supplies. The immediate community response allowed for increased time
outdoors. After rapid mobilization on behalf of the PTO, local families donated approximately a
thousand dollars to purchase chairs and supplies.
Finally, the HWMS administration would like to commend our students, families, staff members, and
town residents for their creative, inspirational, and innovative ideas. Their efforts and ingenuity should
be celebrated, especially during the global pandemic. We are humbled and grateful for your support and
kindness.
COVID-19/REMOTE LEARNING UPDATE
Last March, the world seemingly came to a grinding halt as the COVID-19 pandemic became an
unwelcome part of our lives. The global health crisis impacted travel, work, everyday activities, and most
certainly, education. With little advance notice, the education system needed to shift from a traditional
instructional model to a remote learning model. No small feat! I am exceptionally proud of our students,
our families, our educators and staff for rising to the challenge and persevering. It hasn’t been easy, but
we continue to get through this time together. We have faced (and overcome) challenges and obstacles
and through it all we have learned lessons that ultimately will make us stronger.
The Harrisville School District began the 2020-2021 school year with students returning to a blended
hybrid model on September 10, 2020. Due to an increase in COVID-19 cases statewide, all SAU 29
schools transitioned to a remote learning model following the Thanksgiving break (beginning November
30, 2020). Remote learning was extended to January 19, 2021 in all SAU 29 schools as a precautionary
measure to allow a grace period following potential holiday travel/gatherings that may have impacted
families and staff members.
Our educators, support staff and administration have done a phenomenal job implementing our
comprehensive opening plan as they adjust to this new way of educating our students. Our students
have been wonderfully adaptive, as children so often are. The support of our families, school board
members and the community at large has been instrumental to our ability to continue on during these
unprecedented times.
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BLIZZARD BAGS
One silver lining from the pandemic has been the lessons we learned from the quick pivot to remote
learning in the spring. As a result, SAU 29 schools have established procedures for “Blizzard Bag Days”
which can be implemented on inclement weather days, eliminating the need to make up that day at the
end of the school year. As a result of a modification to NH Ed Rules through Executive Orders
throughout the pandemic, we have the ability and approval to implement this immediately. On days
that we do cancel in person school, it will be announced and communicated through our messaging
system that schools will be using their “Blizzard Bag” procedures. “Blizzard Bags” may be in paper form
or activities in Google Classroom. Our intention is to maintain the safety of our students and staff, while
also benefiting from the opportunities that offsite instruction has taught us. As in the past, the schools
will be open as essential staff continue to report on inclement weather days, which will also ensure that
teaching staff can access technology and materials if necessary. It is important that all students
participate in learning activities on “Blizzard Bag Days” in order to fulfill the requirements necessary to
count such days as instructional days in terms of student attendance.
Kate Shanks
Principal
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Harrisville School District 2020 Treasurer’s Report
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE SCHOOL WARRANT
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New Hampshire
Department of Revenue Administration

2021
Warrant

Article 01 Reports
To hear the reports of agents, auditors, committees or officers chosen, and pass any vote relating
thereto.
Article 02 Operating Budget
To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate the amount of $2,187,462 for the support of
schools, for the payment of salaries for the school district officials and agents, and for the payment for
the statutory obligations of the district. This article does not include appropriations contained in special
or individual articles addressed separately. (Majority vote required)
Article 03 Use of Capital Reserve Funds
To see if the school district will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $15,000 for building repairs and
authorize the withdrawal of $15,000 from the Const. Bldg-Grounds Wells Memorial Capital Reserve
Fund established by the voters of the District at the March 11, 1986 District Meeting for the purpose of
financing construction or reconstruction of the buildings and grounds at Wells Memorial School created
for that purpose. Recommendations Required. (Majority vote required) (The School Board recommends
this article.)
Article 04 Capital Reserve Fund Transfer
To see if the school district will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000 to be added to the
Const. Bldg-Grounds Wells Memorial Capital Reserve Fund established by the voters of the District at
the March 11, 1986 District Meeting for the purpose of financing construction or reconstruction of the
buildings and grounds at Wells Memorial School. This sum to come from June 30 fund balance available
for transfer on July 1. No amount to be raised from taxation. Recommendations Required. (Majority
vote required) (The School Board recommends this article.)
Article 05 Tuition Trust Fund Transfer
To see if the school district will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000 to be added to the the
Expendable Trust Out-of-District Tuition Fund established by the voters at the March 7, 2001 District
Meeting for the purpose of paying future year regular/special education out-of-district tuitions. This sum
to come from June 30 fund balance available for transfer on July 1. No amount to be raised from
taxation. Recommendations Required. (Majority vote required) (The School Board recommends this
article.)
Article 06 Other Business
To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.
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Town of Harrisville
Zoning Amendments Ballot for Vote on March 9, 2021
NOTE: New Language is shown as bold italic; language to be deleted is shown as a strikethrough.
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #1 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article VI by adding a new provision as follows?
6.1.3. There shall be a minimum distance of fifty (50) feet between any structure and the nearest
boundary of any public right-of-way. No structure shall be placed closer than forty (40) feet to the
side and rear boundaries of the lot. By Special Exception the following structures may be located no
less than twenty-five (25) feet from the nearest boundary of any public right-of-way or side and rear
boundaries of the lot: patios, gazebos, greenhouses, garages, storage sheds, hot tubs, swimming
pools, and similar structures.
Explanation: The purpose of Amendment #1 is to allow flexibility in the placement closer to boundary lines
of small structures that are not occupied living spaces.
! YES

! NO

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #2 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Articles VI & X by deleting references to Accessory
Dwelling Units as follows?
To delete Section 6.3, and Section 10.3, both dealing with Accessory Dwelling Units that are
redundant, since ADU’s are addressed in Article XXIX.
Explanation: The purpose of Amendment #2 is to remove redundancy in the Ordinance.
! YES

! NO

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #3 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article XI to correct the District boundary by changing the
designation of Lot 61-3 to Lot 61-4?
Explanation: The purpose of Amendment #3 is to correct a clerical error in the Ordinance.
! YES

! NO

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #4 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article XXVI by changing the term “building” to “structure”
as follows?
ACCESSORY BUILDING STRUCTURE: A subordinate building or portion of the main structure or
building on a lot, the use of which is customarily incidental to that of the main or principal building.
Explanation: The purpose of Amendment #4 is to better reflect the various categories of built objects that can
be accessory to a primary building
! YES

! NO

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #5 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article XII by updating the Wetlands Protection District
Ordinance?
Explanation: The purpose of Amendment #5 is to update Article XII by establishing buffer zones
around wetlands to reflect current science of wetland functions and values.
! YES
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Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #6 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article XXVII by removing the redundant Section 12.5.3
relating to watercourses from the Wetlands Ordinance and placing them in the Floodplain
Management Ordinance?
Explanation: The purpose of Amendment #6 is to place the watercourse/riverine provisions that
are currently located in the Wetlands Protection Ordinance in the Floodplain Management
Ordinance where they are more appropriately located.
! YES

! NO

Complete Text of Zoning Amendments for Ballot Vote, 2021
NOTE: New Language is shown as bold italic; language to be deleted is shown as a strikethrough.
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #1 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article VI by adding a new provision as follows?
6.1.3. There shall be a minimum distance of fifty (50) feet between any structure and the nearest
boundary of any public right-of-way. No structure shall be placed closer than forty (40) feet to the
side and rear boundaries of the lot. By Special Exception the following structures may be located no
less than twenty-five (25) feet from the nearest boundary of any public right-of-way or side and rear
boundaries of the lot: patios, gazebos, greenhouses, garages, storage sheds, hot tubs, swimming
pools, and similar structures.
Explanation: The purpose of this amendment is to allow flexibility in the placement closer to boundary lines of
small structures that are not occupied living spaces.
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #2 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Articles VI & X by deleting references to Accessory
Dwelling Units as follows?
Delete Section 6.3, and Section 10.3, both dealing with Accessory Dwelling Units that are redundant,
since ADU’s are addressed in Article XXIX.
Explanation: The purpose of this amendment is to remove redundancy in the ordinance.
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #3 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article XI to correct the District boundary by changing the
designation of Lot 61-3 to Lot 61-4?
Correct the District boundary by changing the designation of Lot 61-3 to Lot 61-4.
Explanation: The purpose of this amendment is to correct a clerical error.
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #4 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article XXVI by changing the term “building” to “structure”
as follows?
ACCESSORY BUILDING STRUCTURE: A subordinate building or portion of the main structure or
building on a lot, the use of which is customarily incidental to that of the main or principal building.
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Explanation: The purpose of this amendment is to better reflect the various categories of built objects that can
be accessory to a primary building.
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #5 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article XII by updating the Wetlands Protection District
Ordinance?
ARTICLE XII WETLANDS CONSERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICT
12.1. AUTHORITY. By the authority granted in N.H. RSA 674:16-17 and 674:20-21, and in the interest
of public health, safety and general welfare, the Harrisville Wetlands Conservation Overlay District
(hereinafter known as “the District”) is hereby enacted.
Explanation: The purpose of Amendment #5 is to update Article XII by establishing buffer zones around
wetlands to reflect current science of wetland functions and values.
12.1.1. Compliance with this ordinance does not relieve any property owner from complying
with applicable state regulations regarding wetlands. A Wetlands Permit from the NHDES
Wetlands Bureau is required for excavating, removing, filling, dredging or constructing
structures within state jurisdictional areas, including wetlands and surface waters, pursuant to
RSA 482-486 and DES Env-Wt 100-900.
Explanation: Added 12.1.1 to inform of the need to also seek approval from DES if necessary, and to add
references to the specific statutes and DES rules.
12.2. PURPOSE. The District is hereby enacted for the following purposes:
12.2.1. To regulate the uses of lands subject to standing water or extended periods of high-water
table.
12.2.2. To control the development of structures and land uses on naturally occurring wetlands
that would contribute to the pollution of surface and groundwater.
12.2.3. To prevent the destruction of natural wetlands, which provide flood protection,
groundwater recharge, pollution abatement, and the augmentation of stream flow during dry
periods, and which are important for such other reasons as those cited in RSA 482- A:1.
12.2.4. To prevent unnecessary or excessive expenses to the town and to provide and maintain
essential services and utilities, which arise because of unwise use of wetlands.
12.2.5. To allow those uses that can be appropriately and safely located within wetlands areas
and which do not adversely impact water resource supplies.
12.2.6. To preserve and enhance the values associated with wetlands of this Town, including
noteworthiness, uniqueness/heritage, and scenic quality.
12.2.7. To provide a buffer around the wetland in order to protect the essential functions of
wetlands which are: ecological integrity; aquatic habitat; flood storage; groundwater
recharge/discharge; nutrient removal; sediment stabilization; wildlife habitat; nutrient
reduction; and sediment retention/trapping.
Explanation: Added 12.2.6 and 12.2.7 to include protection of the functions and values of wetlands as a
purpose for the ordinance.
12.3. DEFINITIONS
12.3.1. Bog. A bog is a non-forested or open wetland that is not dominated by trees, although
they may be distinguished by stunted evergreen trees and shrubs, peat deposits, poor drainage,
and/or highly acidic soil. They have water at or near the surface at least part of the year, and
may have a more or less distinct border defined by the surrounding forest.
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12.3.2. Buffer. The protected uplands adjacent to wetlands and vernal pools.
12.3.3. Vernal Pool. A body of water, typically seasonal, that provides breeding habitat for
certain amphibians and invertebrates, as well as a wide variety of other wildlife species, but it
does not support fish population. It is a small, seasonal wetland that lacks an inlet and outlet
and during the dry seasons may only be recognizable as an isolated depression in the forest
floor.
12.3.4. Wetland. Pursuant to RSA 482-A:2, X, an area that, either through surface water or
ground water, is wet enough and wet for a long enough period of time, to support a
predominance of vegetation that grows in saturated soil conditions. Wetland soils usually have
developed special characteristics, and have water at or near the surface. In order for an area to
be deemed at wetland, all three of the following must be present:
• Hydric soils – soils that are saturated or flooded during the growing season sufficient to
produce anaerobic conditions in the upper soil layers.
• Hydrophytic vegetation – greater than 50% of the vegetation present is adapted for life in
saturated soil conditions.
• Hydrology – Evidence exists that demonstrates the soils in the area are inundated with
water either permanently or periodically at some time during the growing season.

Examples of wetlands include, but are not limited to: swamps, bogs, marshes, forested
wetlands, wet meadows and vernal pools.
Explanation: The Wetland definition incorporates the current Army Corps of Engineers definition of
wetlands, which is the standard used now, instead of using poorly-drained and very poorly drained soils.
12.3.5. Forested wetlands are dominated (or potentially dominated) by trees taller than 20 feet.
Forested wetlands vary widely in their characteristics, often have relatively little water directly
at the surface, and have indistinct borders. They may require considerable expertise to identify.
12.4. DISTRICT BOUNDARIES. The District consists of:
12.4.1. Wetlands of any size.
12.4.2. A buffer area extending out 100 feet from the wetland edge.
12.4.3. Public waters as defined by RSA 483-B are exempt from the
provisions of this ordinance. Wetlands that occur outside of the
mean high-water level of public water are subject to the provisions of this ordinance.
Explanation: Amended District Boundaries to base the district on wetlands as defined, rather than on a map,
and including a 100-foot buffer around the wetlands.
12.5. GENERAL PROVISIONS.
12.5.1. Boundary Delineation: Boundaries of the Wetlands Conservation Overlay District are to
be delineated on any lot that is the subject of subdivision or site plan; and for any driveway or
building permit application for any development that may be within 100 feet of a wetland.
Explanation: Added 12.5.1 that requires wetlands to be delineated before approvals are granted for all
work.
12.5.2. Boundary Disputes: In the event that the Select Board or Conservation Commission
question the validity of the boundaries of a wetland area on a specific parcel of land, or upon
the written petition of any abutter, the applicant may be required to engage the services of a
certified wetland or soil scientist to determine the exact location of the District.
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Explanation: Amended 12.5.2 to remove the requirement to have the Planning Board be the arbiter of
boundary disputes.
12.5.3. Lot size determination: Wetlands may be used to fulfill twenty-five (25%) percent of the
minimum lot size required by Town ordinances and subdivision regulations, provided that the
non-wetland area is sufficient in size and configuration to adequately accommodate all required
utilities such as sewage disposal and water supply, including primary and auxiliary leach field
locations.
12.6. SPECIAL PROVISIONS.
12.6.1. There shall be a 100-foot buffer around all wetlands greater than 3,000 square feet and
vernal pools of any size, with no alteration of natural vegetation allowed, except as otherwise
permitted in this ordinance.
12.6.2. There shall be a 25-foot no-build buffer around all wetlands of 3,000 square feet or less,
with no alteration of natural vegetation, no habitable buildings and no permanent foundations.
Explanation: Added 12.6 as a new section that specifies a buffer and a setback around certain size wetlands.
12.7. PERMITTED & RESTRICTED USES.
Explanation: Added 12.7 as a new section that incorporates provisions from the existing ordinance for
permitted uses in poorly drained and very poorly drained soils.
12.7.1. The uses listed below are consistent with the protection of wetland functions and values.
a. Agriculture, including grazing, hay production, truck gardening and silage
production, provided that such use is shown not to cause significant increase in surface
or groundwater contamination by pesticides or other toxic or hazardous substances,
and that such use will not cause or contribute to soil erosion.
b. Forestry and tree farming to include the construction of access roads for said purpose.
c. Wildlife habitat development and management.
d. Recreational uses consistent with Section 12.2 of this article.
e. Conservation areas and nature trails.
f. Water impoundment and the construction of well water supplies.
g. Drainage ways to include streams, creeks, or other paths of normal runoff water and
common agricultural land drainage.
12.7.2. The following uses may be allowed, provided they do not involve the recontouring or
grading of the land, filling, dredging, or draining the wetland, change the flow of water, result
in any pollution, or substantial clearing of vegetation:
12.7.2.1. The construction or reconstruction of unpaved walkways, fencing, stone
walls, and stacks of cordwood, provided they do not create a barrier to wildlife
movement.
12.7.2.2. WATERCOURSES (part of Floodplain Management Ordinance of the Town
of Harrisville, adopted March 2006)
Explanation: 12.7.2.2 will be deleted from this ordinance and replaced in the Floodplain Management
Ordinance. There will be a separate ballot article to place this language into the Floodplain Ordinance.
12.8. PERMITTED USES BETWEEN 50 AND 100 FEET FROM THE WETLAND EDGE,
EXCLUDING VERNAL POOLS.
12.8.1. Pathways, decks, gazebos, pergolas, sheds, patios, or similar constructions, provided no
more than 20% of the area is impacted and no permanent foundations are involved. Preexisting lawns and structures shall be included in the 20% area calculation.
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12.8.2. Planting of native trees, shrubs and ground covers.
Explanation: Added 12.8 as a new section to allow certain uses/activities to occur between 50 and 100
feet from the wetland edge.
12.9. SPECIAL EXCEPTION USES. Upon application to the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA), a
special exception may be granted for the following:
Explanation: Section 12.9 combines the existing Conditional Use permits and special exception permit uses
into one section, so that there is only one process for those uses that are deemed to require additional review.
12.9.1. Accessory structures associated with legally preexisting primary structures if it can be
demonstrated that no practical alternative exists elsewhere on the lot.
12.9.2. Footbridges, catwalks and wharves, however provided that said structures are
constructed with non-toxic material on posts or pilings that do not obstruct the flow of water;
and the natural contour of the wetland is preserved.
12.9.3. The construction of roads and other access ways, and for pipelines, power lines, and
other transmission lines, provided that all of the following conditions are found to exist:
12.9.3.1. The proposed construction is essential to the productive use of land not within
the District.
12.9.3.2. Design and construction methods will have a minimal detrimental impact upon
the District and will include restoration of the site as nearly as possible to its original
grade and condition.
12.9.3.3. No alternative route, which does not cross the District or has less detrimental
impact on the wetland, is feasible.
12.9.3.4. Economic advantage alone is not reason for the proposed construction.
12.9.3.5. The ZBA may require the applicant to submit an environmental impact
assessment to evaluate an application made under this section. The cost of this
assessment shall be borne by the applicant. The ZBA may also assess the applicant
reasonable fees to cover the cost of other special investigative studies and for the review
of documents required by particular applications.
12.9.4. Development on vacant nonconforming lots provided that all of the following conditions
are found to exist:
12.9.4.1. The lot upon which an exception is sought was an official lot of record, as
recorded in the Cheshire County Registry of Deeds, prior to the date on which this
amendment was posted and published in the Town
12.9.4.2. The use for which the exception is sought cannot feasibly be carried out on a
portion or portions of the lot, which are outside the wetlands conservation district.
12.9.4.3. Because of the provisions of the District, no reasonable and economically viable
use of the lot can be made without the exception.
12.9.4.4. The design and construction of the proposed use will, to the extent practical, be
consistent with the purpose and intent of this article.
12.9.4.5. The proposed use will not create a hazard to individual or public health, safety
and welfare, due to the loss of wetland, the contamination of groundwater, or other
reason.
12.9.4.6. The ZBA shall themselves, or upon petition from the Select Board, conservation
commission or abutters, hire a qualified consultant or consultants to prepare such studies
as are necessary to determine whether the conditions set forth above have been met. The
cost of such studies shall be borne by the applicant.
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12.9.5. EXEMPTION FOR RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES.
Construction of additions and extensions to pre-existing one and two-family dwellings within
the wetlands district may be permitted provided that:
12.9.5.1. The dwelling lawfully existed prior to the effective date of this article;
12.9.5.2. It can be demonstrated that no practical alternative exists elsewhere on the lot;
12.9.5.3. Proposed construction footprints within the wetlands district minimize impacts
on wetlands natural function (e.g., building on piers rather than foundations so that
groundwater flows are uninterrupted); and
12.9.5.4. The proposed construction complies with all applicable provisions of Article V,
5.3 (Non-conforming Structures) and Article XX, 20.1.2 (Special Exception Uses).
Explanation: Added 12.9.5.3 and 12.9.5.4 to existing exemption provisions.
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #6 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Harrisville Zoning Ordinance to amend Article XXVII by removing the redundant Section 12.5.3
relating to watercourses from the Wetlands Ordinance and placing them in Floodplain Management
Ordinance?
12.5.3. WATERCOURSES (part of Floodplain Management Ordinance of the Town of Harrisville,
adopted March 2006)
12.5.3.1. In riverine situations, prior to the alteration or relocation of a watercourse the applicant
for such authorization shall notify the Wetlands Bureau of the New Hampshire Department of
Environmental Services and submit copies of such notification to the Building Inspector, in
addition to the copies required by the RSA 482-A: 3. Further, the applicant shall be required to
submit copies of said notification to those adjacent communities as determined by the Building
Inspector, including notice of all scheduled hearings before the Wetlands Bureau.
The applicant shall submit to the Building Inspector certification provided by a registered
professional engineer assuring that the flood carrying capacity of an altered or relocated
watercourse can and will be maintained.
The Building Inspector shall obtain, review, and reasonably utilize any floodway data available
from Federal, State, or other sources as criteria for requiring that all development located in
Zone A meet the following floodway requirement:
"No encroachments, including fill, new construction, substantial improvements, and other
development are allowed within the floodway that would result in any increase in flood levels
within the community during the base flood discharge."
Explanation: This provision is not specific to wetlands but rather to floodplain, and therefore rightly belongs
back in the Floodplain Management Ordinance.
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Harrisville Community Power Electric Aggregation Plan, TM 05-22-2021
Warrant Article #8 for Town Meeting 2021
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